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Congregational Goals 
 

Goal: Develop Building Use Ministry  

Actionable Steps: 

 Put building use as ministry into the contracts. 
 Marketing the congregation through building users publications/programs. 
 Create a branding statement for contract and programs 
 Hospitality team development. Having members at all major events: Serving as a building presence to 

answer questions, build relationship, safety and security – a concierge role. 
 Signage/sandwich board display/use of wall space 
 Intentional prayer and support for interim building use team. 
 Supporting the review and articulation of the building use parameters 
 Inform the congregation of town hall meeting objectives and action items. 
 

Goal: Engage Young Adults, Youth, and Children  

Actionable Steps: 

 Develop a mentorship program. 

 Meet kids where they are; be intentional; be present.  

 Gather people who are interested in mentor program and connect them. 

 Have members come to Agape to talk about their passions. 

 C4C/Others - Reach out to youth for action; Intentional invitations to youth to participate. 

 Value their voices. 

 Have families with kids share sports/performance schedules so we can show up. 

 Foster intergenerational connections. 

 How do we hear from the youth and families who aren't here? 

 Give younger kids things to look forward to and chances to connect to older youth. 

 Baby showers 
 

Goal: Develop New Ways to Deepen our Biblical Knowledge and Understanding 

Actionable Steps: 

 Exploration of hymns and the Scriptures that undergird them 
 Include Biblical work in all our meetings, church dealings, Learning Hour 
 Follow the lectionary throughout the year, have something we could bookmark, add to our website, put 

in the bulletin, for example, the Vanderbilt site, David Lose's weekly lectionary commentaries 
 Find different ways to center ourselves-music, art, commentary 
 Each committee has a thematic Bible passage 
 Church adopt a theme for the year ala Holden Village 
 Translate the Bible passage to other media--art, music, storytelling 
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Congregational Guideposts 
(Mission, Vision, and RIC Statements) 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Transformed by God’s love for the world through Christ, we are sent to 

Build Community – Do Justice – Make Peace 

 

Vision Statement 

With trust in the promises of God, we the people of Central Lutheran Church JOYFULLY 

 

RISK enough to share gifts and love unconditionally 

RESPOND to the joys, fears, and hurts of one another and the world 

REACH OUT without restriction 

 

Reconciling in Christ Welcoming Statement 

In response to the call in Romans 15:7 to “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you for the glory 
of God,” we, the members of Central, join hands with all people, grateful for the unique gifts that each of 
us has to offer. We honor race, age, gender identity and expression, marital status, physical and mental 
ability, sexual orientation, national origin, and economic status. We celebrate together both the diversity 
of God’s family and our unity as God’s people.  CLC is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
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Pastoral Reports 
 

Report from Pr. Amanda Zentz-Alo 
 

One of the books I read this year for my doctoral work was Illuminate: Ignite Change Through Speeches, 

Stories, Ceremonies, and Symbols by Nancy Duarte and Patti Sanchez. In the book they talk about how 

communicators can use distinct opportunities to help communities move from one reality to the next. 

They describe an epic journey that travelers embark upon with lamplighters lighting the pathway with 

stories and symbols. Great celebrations mark achievements and warning stories call travelers back from 

the brink of disaster. It is a fantastic book that I recommend to anyone seeking to help a community find a 

greater pathway together. 

As I pondered this book and this report I had to wonder, “What does the Spirit want me to say to the 

people of Central at this point in our journey together?” The first year we were together I told you how 

much I loved you. I want you to know that continues. This congregation has my heart, my love, and my 

dedication. I love watching you believe in God and believe in the gifts that God has given you. I love what 

we are building together and what we have done in these years. In my second year we faced hardship and 

fear as our finances caused anxiety to rise and we gathered together in tough conversations about who we 

wanted to be and what we wanted to accomplish. We boldly chose to pass a deficit budget that would end 

us almost 40 thousand dollars in the red by the end of 2016. We stepped out in faith and took the leap. 

This year we set our goals and we got to work. As we focused on our ministries together, the financial 

worries that we have carried for so long became secondary concerns to lifting up our congregational goals. 

We navigated major staffing changes. We dreamed of bright future together and worked towards it. 

Instead of finding ourselves 40 thousand down at the end of the year, we only spent about 2 thousand 

more than we brought in – an incredible achievement.  

Even more amazing was the blossoming of ministries this Fall. It can be seen in the numbers as attendance 

has increased, but more importantly, it can be seen in the faces of our children and guests in the building 

each week. It can be seen in the growing relationships between members and the wider community.  

What I hear the Spirit whispering is “Don’t stop now. Do not be afraid. Even greater things are to come.” 

This congregation was once told, several years ago, that it was on the verge of closing down. Instead I see 

a vibrant and dedication congregation blossoming with hope and new life. As we take a moment to sit and 

reflect on where we have been before we take off on the next leg of our journey, I want you to know that I 

love you more and more each day. I am so proud of who you are and what you do in this community. I 

cannot wait to see where God calls us in this next year. We may find ourselves climbing mountains, or 

facing off with dragons, or perhaps wandering a lovely meadow. No matter where we find ourselves, God 

will be our strength, Jesus will be our guide, and the Spirit will provide us with all that we need. I believe 

this and trust it. Thank you for letting me join you on this journey. 

 Your Flashlight (Lamplighter),  

 Pr. Amanda Zentz-Alo  
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Church Council Reports 
 

Welcome and Reach Out Committee 
 

In 2016 committee chair Vicky Charlston stepped down from her leadership position to pursue other roles 
at Central. Committee member Chloe Flora replaced her as chair in September.  Additionally Karen Jolly 
left the committee due to her responsibilities as Finance Chair. Below is a summary of WeROC Projects in 
2016: 

 Continued to supply packets for new visitors to Central 

 Applied for and received Foundation Grants to introduce new pew racks, seasonal holiday banners, 
and new bathroom signage. Pew racks have been installed thanks to Jon Gerlach and Leo Tautfest, 
and new welcome cards were introduced. Seasonal banners are being designed for the exterior 
door front of Central and hope to be installed soon.  

 Presented Adult Forum on Welcoming Transgender Guests.  

 Responding to concerns of Central youth, introduced new wording for the Welcoming Statement to 
the Council, and to membership during the July Congregational meeting, with the intent to bring 
greater inclusivity to the statement. 

 Continued Central’s presence during Pride Week in Portland. 

 Marched with other Reconciling Congregations in the Pride Parade 

 Staffed a booth over the Pride Festival weekend 

 Buttons reading You are Beautifully and Wonderfully Made continue to be a hit 

 Cheered on and supported marchers in Transgender Pride March 

 

Thank you to Central members who helped support these activities! 

 

Committee Members 

Chloe Flora (chair) 

Jeff Bethke 

Paul Jolly 

Lori Yohn 

Pastor Amanda Zentz-Alo 
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Finance Committee Report 
 

The year 2016 brought many successes as well as additional challenges to Central from a financial point of 
view.  Some of our successes include 

 Hiring a professional bookkeeping service to oversee the accounting processes for the 
congregation. 

 Reviewing the restricted funds in the Balance Sheet in order to make it easier to manage the funds.  
Some funds have been combined (youth, children, etc.) and other small ones have been utilized as 
they were designated. 

 Reviewing the way our income and expenses are reported.  The records now identify each income 
and expense transaction for additional information.  The Profit & Loss report shows more detail of 
the actual income and expenses of Central. 

 Reviewing the funds Central holds in accounts created by contributors.  As it was discovered that 
there were missing records on how these funds were to be utilized, the Finance Team made 
recommendations to the council which will be coming to the congregation for a decision. 

 Upgrading Quickbooks to account specifically for non-profits.  In addition, Quickbooks now allows 
our bookkeeper to review our financials and work directly from her office.  

 The Foundation, Cabaret, and Mega-Sale committees have tithed 10% of their proceeds off the top 
to the work of Central; these funds have assisted us in meeting the budget.  These gifts allowed for 
additional coverage for the nursery and for a story time with children during the service, in addition 
to numerous other needed items. 

 Income from Building Users is more than $6,000 over budget.  

 An anonymous loan/gift was received to cover the conversion of our furnace from oil to gas. 

 A deficit budget of nearly $40,000 was projected, but the year ended with a deficit of about $3,000. 

 The budget was prepared with input from the committee chairs and others directly responsible for 
the ministry. 

 Support for the ministries reported in this annual report have occurred through your offerings.   

 Noisy Offering has been a success; over $1,300 have been received to assist our ministries. 

 A plan is in place to follow Synod Guidelines for our pastor compensation beginning in 2018, 
pending congregational approval. 

 In the spring, our bookkeeper conducted a training for Tellers.   

 An operations manual is being prepared, beginning with specific instructions for our Tellers.  Huge 
thanks extend to Vicky Charlston for her diligence in making this happen. 

 Processes in the office have been streamlined for better reporting and security of our cash. 

 

Challenges we have faced include 

 Member giving was increased and held steady at 101% of budget through September but fell off at 
the end of the year and ended at 96.5% of budget, about $5,000 under budget. 

 We ended the year in the red (with expenses exceeding income) by about $3,000.  Central’s net 
equity will diminish by this amount. 

 Work continues with the financial reporting and communication with the committee chairs and 
others.  The goal is to minimize errors in reporting income and expenses in order to accurately 
enter transactions the first time. 

 A method to report in-kind contributions needs to be established in order to accurately report all of 
the actual income and expenses of the congregation. 
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 Continue to streamline the processes in the office and between members to assure accurate 
accounting. 

 Review contributions from others—non member offerings, funeral contributions, etc.—and 
determine a method to record and thank the givers. 

 Continue to research sources of income that can assist in our work at Central.  Members contribute 
using Simply Giving; members contribute a small percentage of their sales when making online 
purchases through Amazon Smile.  

 

Special thanks to the myriad hours of work that has been done by Gary Downing, Accounts Payable staff, 
and Chris Brown, Accounts Receivable staff.  Many thanks to the committee members who have served 
this year:  John Grosvenor, Hazel Larpenteur.  And thanks to the generous gift from Vicky Charlston who 
has met with us all year and is working on a reference manual to identify the methods used for accurate 
financial reporting. 

John has announced his retirement from the team after nine years of faithful service.  Many thanks, John; 
you will be missed. 

I cannot let the opportunity to provide a very, very thank you to Chris Brown for her years of service to the 
Finance Team throughout the years.  After retiring a few years ago, she was called back in service for 
another two years.  Chris, we thank you and wish you well on your second retirement from the Finance 
Team. 

 

Karen Jolly, Finance Team Chair 
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CLC Personnel Committee 
 

Personnel Committee members:  Chris Bekemeier (chair), Janet Johnson, Janis Williams, Pastor Amanda 
Zentz-Alo 

2016 was another full and busy year for the Personnel Committee. We began the year conducting 
thorough Annual Reviews for regular staff members:  Jan Shaffer (Secretary), Janis Lord (Director of Music) 
and Klaus Ferguson (Custodian and Security Provider). The review process included both written feedback 
and oral conversations. The reviews were helpful and productive. It has been quite a few years since these 
reviews were conducted in a formal way. We are glad to be back on track. 

When Sandy Keyser decided to step down from her busy volunteer role as Central’s Building Use 
Coordinator, the Personnel Committee took on the task of coordinating and re-organizing all things 
building use. The dynamic duo of Janis Williams and Chris Bekemeier proceeded to wade through piles of 
information, slowly but surely re-constructing CLC Building Use documentation, policies, procedures and 
fees. 

In late May, Jan Shaffer left her position at CLC Office Secretary. Thanks to a fabulous crew of capable CLC 
members, we were able to staff the office with volunteer support during the interim while we developed 
position descriptions and conducted a search. We decided to initially hire an “Interim Office Secretary,” 
thus offering us time to carefully and thoughtfully create a new position description that would support 
the growing and changing needs of the Central congregation and community.  

We hired Susan DiPiazza as our Interim Secretary in late June. Susan remained in this position until early 
November, when we hired Sarah Holcomb as our new Office Administrator/Building Use Coordinator. The 
new position combines both the work of the CLC secretary and building use into one position. Based on 
careful examination, incorporating new efficiencies and consolidation of tasks, the Personnel Committee is 
confident that Sarah will have the capacity to succeed in this combined position. During 2017, funds for 
the building use portion of the new position will be supported by a generous $5,000 grant from the CLC 
Foundation. 

Additionally, in November we were able to hire Zeah Lessley as our newest addition to the CLC nursery 
staff. We have been able to increase our nursery staffing as well as our child care program offerings thanks 
to another generous grant from the CLC Foundation.  

Towards the end of the year, we developed a written “Child Protection Policy,” a requirement for Central’s 
insurance renewal and also an important piece to have in place. The policy was reviewed and approved by 
the CLC Council on 11/15/16. All CLC employees and contract personnel will be expected to sign off on this 
policy, as well as any volunteers working with youth under 18.   

As the year winds to a close, we are focusing our energy on getting processes underway for employee 
annual reviews, which will take place in January/February 2017. During this next round of reviews, we will 
also be including our “contract staff:”   Linda J Berman (handbells), Joellen Sweeney (children’s program) 
and Kyler Stanion (nursery attendant). 

The Personnel landscape at Central has changed significantly during this one short year.  We look forward 
to building off of the solid ground we now have in place.  We’re excited for the year ahead! 
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Social Justice Committee Annual Report 
 

One of our primary missions as a Social Justice centered congregation is to support and advocate for 
people who are hungry and often homeless. We carry out this work of compassion by partnering and 
supporting groups and organizations that provide these essential human services.  

Additionally we feel called to care for God’s creation.  Opportunities for climate justice advocacy and 
action are numerous.  These opportunities have led to our increasing involvement in the climate justice 
movement.  Through the Oregon Synod’s strong support we are being called to respond to increasing 
climate disruption by being advocates for those people who are being inequitably displaced or 
marginalized.  

This past year, the Social Justice Committee has continued to be involved in the following direct service 
and advocacy ministries:  

Care for Creation Ministry (C4C) has been very active in 2016 through advocating and   involvement in 
direct action on climate related issues.  Climate change is happening and thankfully our commitment to 
climate justice is also real (see separate C4C report). 

Climate Activism:  We (CLC members) have participated in the following Climate actions in 2016   * 
Helped lobby and support passage of a City ban on all new bulk Fossil Fuel storage within the Portland 
metro region.  This makes Portland the only City in the US with such a ban.  * Lobbied to stop the 
development of the Millennium Bulk Coal Terminal in Longview, WA and the Tesoro Savage Oil Port in 
Vancouver, WA. 

NE Emergency Food Program:  Nearly 50 CLC members have signed up to be available to help at NEFP 
on month’s with a fifth Saturday (see below).  Typically we have approximately 10 volunteers covering two 
shifts per work-day.  CLC members are essential in helping NEFP keep the shelves stocked with food and 
personal care items. 

PLEASE continue to bring your contributions to church regularly. Our in-kind weekly contributions have 
dropped in 2016.  The most needed items are foods high in protein, peanut butter, tuna, canned foods 
containing meat, canned vegetables, beans and rice etc. Personal care items, toilet paper, tooth brushes, 
floss, feminine hygiene products, deodorant, soaps etc. are also needed.  Travis Niemann, NEFP Program 
Manager, shares following important perspective for all of us on Food & Faith: 

Food and Faith 

Faith-based food programs represent over half of all food-related services providing directly to families in 
need. Food plays a central role in all faith traditions as a symbol, a place where faith meets the practice of 
sharing, a means to nurture fellowship and a way to enjoy the goodness of creation. Faith communities 
have the potential to bring food back to the center of our faith and daily lives and away from the 
periphery. Clearly, people of faith and congregations directly and greatly impact the lives of our neighbors. 

Transition Soup Project.  Volunteers from Central prepare fresh homemade soup on the 1st Thursday 
of each month.  The soup is delivered to both a women’s shelter and a men’s shelter.  Our Central 
volunteers serve the soup at the men’s shelter.  The soup usually feeds a combined total of 80-100 people.  
Central members have been providing this service for nearly thirty years.  Polly Alexander, currently does 
the scheduling for soup preparation and delivery/serving at the men’s shelter.   

CLC Quilters: One of the most enduring and valuable ministries at Central is the production of beautifully 
handcrafted quilts. The quilts and basic health kits and some school supplies are sent to refugees through 
Lutheran World Relief.   
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Also, a portion of the quilts are reserved for the local homeless population which is distributed through 
JOIN.  Quilters Chris Brown, Dorlies Hall and Donna Arentz meet each Thursday morning to work on these 
beautifully crafted quilts that provide warmth and love to so many. Anyone out there who wants to join 
these artistic ladies is welcome. 

Bread for the World: On the national and international stage, we continued our support BFW through 
our quarterly benevolence donations as well as our annual offering of letters to our elected 
representatives.  

In 2016, the focus of our letters centered on reforming and strengthening U.S. Food Aid through passing 
the US Child Nutrition Act, strengthening school nutrition programs. We cannot balance our national 
budget on the backs of the poor and by weakening programs that sustain our children.  Bread for the 
World has been very effective in getting elected officials to buy into the Circle of Protection. Still, in late 
2016 the scandal is that nearly 20% of our nation’s children (and Oregon’s) live in poverty and are hungry. 

Jubilee USA/Jubilee Oregon: As a Jubilee Congregation, we continue to support the work of the Jubilee 
USA network and our own Jubilee Oregon affiliate.  Jubilee USA is part of an international faith-based 
movement that has effectively advocated for debt relief for the world’s poorest countries over the past 
two decades.   Jubilee Oregon continues to support our Jubilee partners in Zambia.  Jubilee Zambia’s 
success in debt cancelation and reallocation of money saved to programs that strengthening health, 
education and welfare has been exemplary.  

This year CLC was a signatory to a letter to Congress on trying to stop “shell corporations”.  These are fake 
companies (some based in Oregon) that contribute to the estimated one trillion dollars that leaves the 
developing world annually through crime, tax evasion and corruption.  This flow of dirty money takes 
resources away from the poorest countries and their people. Jubilee USA has been instrumental in 
exposing this inequity. 

NW Pilot Project: Another longstanding organization that our committee supports is the.  Since 1969, 
NW Pilot Project has provided services such as: locating affordable housing; providing financial and job 
counseling services; medical appointment transportation; and other essential support services to low 
income seniors living in the Metro area.  Central has been an active participant in supporting these 
services as well as recruiting pledges and participating in the annual NWP Walkathon, their primary 
fundraiser.  Our own Ruth Schuld, now 95, continues to win honors as NWP’s biggest individual fundraiser.  
The Walk-a-thon raised over $160,000 in 2016, providing essential housing and support services to very 
low-income seniors.  Save the date, Sunday May 7, 2017 to participate in this year’s walk-a-thon.  Let’s join 
Ruth in having a large Central presence in 2017. 

Meals on Wheels: Independently, Polly Alexander and Vivian Hagood have been active participants in 
delivering meals to people unable to shop or prepare their own meals 

Ministries in progress: 

Portland Eastside Ministries (PEM): CLC members joined other PEM churches, in collaboration with 
MACG, in successfully advocating for an increased commitment to low income/affordable housing.  The 
Portland City Council approved a substantial increase in Urban Renewal funds targeted toward increasing 
affordable housing in Portland.   

The funding that initiated PEM has been utilized, thus the organizational side of PEM has been 
discontinued.  However, much of the successful work of done under the auspices of PEM, cited above, has 
been of great benefit.  Both the people participating in the PEM process and the folks living on the 
margins, with lack of a affordable housing, have seen a positive outcome.  



~ 19 ~ 

 

Interfaith Alliance on Poverty: In 2016 the work groups established under the last year’s 
Understanding Poverty & Making a Difference (see 2015 Annual Report) have met independently to refine 
their specific goals and action targets. Representatives from each work group come together monthly at 
the coalition meetings, now under the new agreed upon identity of Interfaith Alliance on Poverty.  Central 
Lutheran has three participating members, Fraser Rasmussen and Sarah Carolus, working with Advocacy 
Group.  Josha Moss continues as an at-large member, coming to our monthly coalition meetings. As a 
participating congregation we have been asked to sign a Letter of Support, which will include a 
commitment to financial support, yet to be defined.  The commitment of Support is still being reviewed 
and discussed prior to the Annual Meeting of the congregation. 

 

Social Justice Leadership and planning in 2017 

The Social Justice Committee is in the process of evaluating our focus, committee participation and 
leadership for 2017.   We are interested in recruiting new members to our committee in the coming year. 
Please, anyone with a passion of social justice ministry, come and join us. 

Currently, Fraser Rasmussen is serving as the chair of the Social Justice committee.  Other committee 
members include: Gerd Horten,, Faye Bennett, Polly Alexander and Sarah Carolus.  Pastor Amanda Zentz-
Alo  provides pastoral leadership and attends our meetings as she is able. 

We welcome anyone else in the congregation who has an interest and passion for social justice ministry to 
join us on the committee.  Contact Pastor Amanda, Fraser Rasmussen or any other committee member if 
you are interested in joining us. 
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Worship Committee 
 

2016 was an eventful year in the worship life of Central Lutheran.  The Worship Team (staff and 
volunteers) worked hard to provide meaningful and inspirational worship experiences for the Central 
community and visitors.  We utilized unique and varied settings and styles of worship both within and 
outside of the four walls of our sanctuary. 

Some highlights of the year in music, word and sacrament include: 

We provided special services for holy days and seasons (Holden Evening Prayer during Lent, Ash 
Wednesday, Ashes in the Park, Good Friday around the cross, Palm/Passion Sunday, Easter egg hunt and 
stories, Easter Sunday, Creationtide, All Saints Sunday w/ remembrance rite, Reformation Sunday, Advent, 
Christmas Eve and day services, and much more throughout the year. 

Central had a special opportunity to host The Pacific Lutheran University Concert Band.  We provided 
housing and meals for 50+ PLU students and staff.  The band joined us for Sunday worship service and a 
special concert following.  Central enjoyed beautiful music and made wonderful connections with the PLU 
students. 

In the summer, Central joined Vancouver Avenue Baptist and Zion AME church for Worship in the Park.  
This multi-cultural worship service was open to all and brought music, word and sacrament to the 
outdoors for all the community to see. 

The Chancel Choir and Pastor Amanda also participated in a revival at First AME Zion church.   

Members joined with the Pastoral Partners team to sing Christmas carols at the homes of members and 
friends who can no longer come to worship. 

The Worship Committee teamed up with the CLC Foundation to fund several special initiatives.  We 
purchased new candle sticks and candles for the Communion Table.  The foundation also funded linens for 
the table.  Guest musicians add to our worship services.  They are funded by a generous grant from the 
CLC Foundation.  Thank you foundation! 

During the year we have had the wonderful opportunity to bless members and friends who are making a 
difference in the world as peace makers, justice doers and community builders.  We have also provided a 
communal blessing for those making transitions or experiencing changes in their lives.  And, of course we 
have wonderful opportunities to celebrate and bless souls through Baptism, Confirmation or Memorials.   
All these rites and more provide a rich blessing for Central.  It is a great time to share our love for one 
another and to give solidarity and strength in times of trial or change. 

The worship life of our congregation is essential to our faith.  It is through worship that we hear the word, 
administer the sacraments, pray our prayers, and sing our faith – to the rafters!  Worship at Central is truly 
“the work of the people”.   

 

Gary Downing, Chair  Linda J. Bergman  Janis Lord 

Linda L. Bergman  Carol Hult   Pastor Amanda 
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Ministry Reports 
 

Adult Education Resources 
 

2016:  we changed the name of Adult Forum to the Learning Hour in an effort to welcome all comers, 
including those who don’t identify as adult.  It was an extraordinary year, with such diverse presentations 
as Conversations about Racism, Leo Tautfest’s Bible studies, prayer scarves presented and explained by 
Janell Bethke. My own favorite presentation title:  Ginny Feldman’s  “Famous Mistakes I Made in Medical 
Missions Around the World.”  Another highlight:  a special summer series, My Neighbor is a Muslim.   

Our church council urged us all to enhance Biblical Learning this year.  Many of the presentations leaned in 
this direction.  Creationtide presenters focused on theology and spirituality as they provided information 
on climate topics.  

In the coming year we will participate in a nine week Bible study, a meditation on images of water in the 
Scripture.  

Thanks to all you who developed and led and listened during this past year. 

 

Agape Youth Ministry Report 
 

The Agape Youth Ministry at Central is a youth ministry serving middle school youth through college age 
young adults.  The church has the daunting and exciting opportunity to provide social, spiritual, and 
experiential opportunities to a wide age range of youth who are few in number, and blessed with many 
gifts and talents.  Note the following highlights for 2016 and visions for 2017 and beyond. 

1. In winter/spring 2016, Agape participated in three Sunday morning conversations with adult 

members of the congregation, who spoke about their life journey, as well as their educational and 

vocational paths.  A big thanks to Leo Tautfest, Matt and Bethany Thomas, and Ginny Feldman for 

their time and insights. 

2. On September 26, 2016, parents and youth met to discuss plans for the remainder of 2016 and 

dreams for 2017 and beyond.  We brainstormed ideas for future activities focused on community 

building, Biblical understanding, and service.  This discussion will continue at our next Agape 

parent/youth meeting after church on Sunday, January 22, 2017 in the Agape Room. 

3. On December 28, 2016 middle school, high school, college and post-college folks gathered for a fun 

night of pizza and games.  It was fun to see sixteen “kids” of Central mingle, play games and enjoy 

each other’s company.  Big thanks to Pastor Amanda for joining in the fun. 

4. High school youth will help teach one of the Living Waters Bible study sessions that will occur 

during the adult forum time in early 2017.   

5. High school youth are hoping to go to the High School Retreat at Camp Lutherwood on February 

17-19.  Thank you to the church for their support of this fun opportunity. 

Agape Youth Support Team:  Janet and Peter Johnson, Jennifer Gerlach, and Pastor Amanda 
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Children & Youth Ministries 
 

“So, I won’t be here next weekend. Would y’all like to meet without me or take the week off?” Unanimously 
the 5 young members of the congregation agreed – they would meet together the following Sunday just to 
check in and play games. Over our heads several kids could be heard bouncing up and down to the rhythm 
as Joellen taught them a song. Sunday morning education has blossomed for our younger members in 
2016. 

After the congregational goal of working to engage our younger members was fully articulated several 
meetings were held with different family demographics. The parents of our youngest children shared that 
they were looking not just “for entertainment, but engagement” around faith stories on Sunday morning. 
The middle school parents were looking for their children to learn the Christian story at a deeper level to 
help them with the growing moral dilemmas they were beginning to face. The high school parents were 
hoping for adults to meet their children where they are out in the world.  

Throughout the Fall of 2016 we have worked hard to meet these goals. Joellen has begun to offer 
StoryTime during worship for students of reading age. Pr. Amanda has begun teaching the Manga Messiah 
class on Sunday mornings where students are reading the Bible through the form of a graphic novel. Our 
High School students still need our time and commitment. 

Working together, we can help our children and youth know their value in our community. 

 

Care for Creation Committee 
 

God’s presence fills the natural world with splendor.  A full relationship with God includes caring for the 
Earth and all of God’s Creation. Recognizing the gift of the Earth, our Care for Creation team lives out our 
faith through education, action and advocacy. 

Active members of the Care for Creation (C4C) team currently include: Fraser Rasmussen, Jennifer Gerlach, 
Janis Lord, Bethany Thomas, Carol Hult, Chris Bekemeier, and Pastor Amanda.  We welcome additional 
members. Feel free to contact any member of the team for info. Please join us!   

During 2016: 

 C4C members participated in EcoFaith Recovery meetings, events and activities, including 
EcoFaith’s Grounding for Action subcommittee.  EcoFaith is a growing network of Lutherans and 
other Portland Metro area Christians who come together seeking ways to respond to “the 
ecological-economic-spiritual crisis we are facing on the planet.”   

o CLC provides storage space for EcoFaith materials. 
o CLC hosted EcoFaith Recovery’s Grounding for Action monthly meetings.  

 January 28:  We hosted “Naturalist in the Life of a Child,” facilitated by Bethany Thomas.  We 
enjoyed learning some fun activities we can do with kids to inspire their interest in the world of 
nature.  

 April 22:  We hosted  the CTLPDX International Film Festival Living Lightly, Living Fully,“  honoring 
Earth Day and our commitment to the planet. We watched a variety of short films from around the 
world exploring themes of sustainable and celebratory living. 
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 Sunday, April 24:  We hosted a Learning Hour presentation:  “CLIMATE JUSTICE:  what could it look 
like here?”  This outstanding program focused on a just response to climate change. Our presenter 
was Anais Tuepker, sociologist and volunteer with 350PDX, 

 Working with the CLC worship committee, we hosted Central’s annual “Season of Creationtide,” 
Sunday, Sept 18 through Oct 9. Our music and worship focused on creation-centered spirituality. 
We were excited to mount last season’s Creationtide finished art (on the east wall of the 
sanctuary).   

 The 2016 Creationtide schedule in brief:    
9:00 AM LEARNING HOUR: 

o Sept 18:  Dan Brunner:  Is the Bible Green? 
o Sept 25:  Intergenerational Hour:  Indigenous Nature and Art with Abby & Bethany 
o Oct 2: Dave Pritchett:  The Watershed & the Grid:  Colonization, Land Tenure, & the Web of 

Life  
o Oct 9:  Lenny Dee:  The Climate Movement:  Current Updates and our Important Work 

Ahead 
OTHER EVENTS: 

o Friday, Sept 30 at 6:30 PM:  CTLPDX International Environmental Film Festival 
o Sunday, Oct 2:  St. Francis Sunday Blessing of the Animals  
o Composting and recycling are underway to the best of our abilities, given the complications 

of multiple building users.  Special thanks to Sarah Carolus for continuing to transport items 
that cannot be recycled curbside to Far West Fibers. 
 

 PUBLIC ADVOCACY:  We continued to participate in public advocacy efforts this year.  Several 
CLC members participated in: 

 1/5/16:   Oil terminal hearing and rally in Vancouver, WA  

 5/14/16: “Break Free” in Anacortes, WA 

 6/27/16:  Vancouver Oil Terminal Rally 

 Advocacy surrounding the Dakota Access Pipeline at Standing Rock. 

 Portland City Hall rallies and hearings regarding Fossil Fuel Infrastructure policy 

 And more… 

The challenges we face are increasingly urgent, difficult and complicated. We are deeply concerned about 
the impact our new Administration will have on climate issues. Thankfully, the Climate Justice Movement 
is growing. We’re excited to be part of this important work and looking forward to working even more 
collaboratively and effectively during 2017 to serve as an active voice for change. We know that we can 
only do the work that is required of us together, in community.  We need each other to remain hopeful 
and to be inspired to action. We go forth in faith trusting that God will guide us. 

 

  

http://350pdx.org/
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Restoration Committee 
 

Purpose: The Restoration Committee was created in 2015 to deal with the immediate and long range, 
large maintenance and repair project for the building. These projects generally are beyond the scope of 
the annual budget, and generally require special financial planning and professional services to complete. 

 

Tasks completed during 2016: 

 Historic Preservation projects completed with funds from private donors, 
the CLC Foundation and Cabaret funds: 

o Chimney – repaired 
o Fire Escape – sandblasted, repair welded & painted 
o East Exterior Siding – replaced - 3rd story 
o Rainwater downspout system Northeast Nave roof – installed new 
o Chancel roof – repaired & patched 
o East exterior & Southeast siding – painted 

 

 Historic Preservation projects pending: 
o Entrance canopy – replace posts – partially funded 
o West & South siding – repair dry rot – funded 
o East Chancel Window – replace – partially funded 
o Window – 2nd story Southeast side – replace – partially funded 

 

Tasks scheduled for 2017: 

 Capital Improvement projects:  
o Oil burner – conversion to gas-fired burner – funded 
o Sanctuary lighting – replace incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs – unfunded 
o Parking Lot – repair/patch holes – unfunded 

 

Capital Improvements  - long term 

o Indoor Park Flooring – replace 
o Parking Lot – resurface 
o Air Conditioning – 2nd floor North end (Room 201) – install 
o Security System – upgrade 

 

Committee Members:  

David Oyen, Bob Rice, Al Simonson, Leo Tautfest, Pastor Amanda Zentz-Alo, 
Hazel Larpenteur, Chair & Grantwriter 
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Lutherans for Justice in the Holy Land 
 

LJHL is a local expression of the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls Initiative in partnership with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) 

Education (Learning Hour) and other activities at Central Lutheran 

 Syria Past and Present (Curt and Linda McKim-Bell) 

 No Way to Treat a Child (Tom Beihlman) 

 My Neighbor is Muslim – 6-week series (LJHL members) 

 Presentation by Imam and Mrs Nabil Najeeb 

 Four reading and conversation sessions based on materials prepared by MN Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Services 

 Panel of three Muslim neighbors addressing questions raised by series participants 

 Where Do We Go from Here? group discussion based on learning about Islam (Ginny Feldman) 

 Grant proposal to Thrivent for signage (Joan Brousseau) 

 Creation of social justice prayers for monthly Messenger (Ginny Feldman) 

 Proposal/prototype for social justice calendar with all events involving CLC members (Phyllis 
Bekemeyer) 

 Preparation for Middle East (Holy Land) Sunday January 22, 2017 

Political engagement 

 Circulated petitions, made phone calls, and wrote letters as requested by faith and secular partners 

 Distributed anti-racism signage to businesses 

 Multiple visits to Congressman Kurt Schrader  

Oil sales in support of Lutheran World Federation Vocation Training Center, Jerusalem 

 Central Lutheran (monthly) 

 West Linn Lutheran, Westminster Presbyterian, Friends of Sabeel, private parties 

Networking and participation in social justice organizations within the community 

 Occupation Free Portland in support of Do-Not-Buy policies for PSU and City of Portland (+/-20 
meetings) 

 PSU Student Senate, PDX Human Rights Council, Socially Responsible Investment Panel, and PDX 
City Council 

 Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) 

 Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ) 

 No Way to Treat a Child 

 Connected, MACG 

 Students United for Palestinian Equal Rights 

 Muslim Educational Trust (October community dinner) 

 Concordia University (BDS poster exhibit group visit) 

 

Increasingly LJHL individuals work in partnership with faith-based and secular groups combatting 
racial/ethnic injustice as well as seeking a just peace in Palestine/Israel. 
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Community Outreach Reports 
 

Building Use 
 

We continue to be amazed at what we receive when we open this building to others. This year Sandy 
Keyser stepped away after so many years of service in this area.  Chris Bekemeier and Janis Williams 
reorganized files and examined contracts.   Eventually, Sarah Holcomb, our office administrator will take 
over this role.  Our goal is for Central’s community to connect more deeply with these groups. Many of the 
performance groups participated in the Community Concert we held this May for the second time.  So now 
it is an annual affair! 

Central hosted such diverse groups as workshops for midwives and play therapists, choir competitions for 
the Reynolds School District, a birthday party for an 80 year old member for the Satori Chorus, and 
continued the regular relationships we have with many musical groups, 350PDX, Music Together and the 
NE Indoor Park.  In 2017 we will welcome Suzuki violin lessons and the Shine Children’s Chorus’. 

 

Community Concert 
 

“Your assignment is to meet 2 people that you don’t already know.” With that challenge, and some ideas 
for questions, the members of the 6 community music groups were set free for 15 minutes of mingling. As 
the hour came around and it was time for the concert to begin the Sanctuary was still buzzing with 
conversation, laughter, and joy. The following week as groups came and went for their evening rehearsals 
and passed one another in the hallways the new connections were evident in the joyful greetings between 
one another. Our 2nd Annual Community Concert had been successful. 

For the second year in a row we were delighted to welcome several of the Central Portland community 
users to participate in a gathering concert. Satori, Bells of the Cascades, Portland Lesbian Choir, Cascade 
Choir, Central’s choir, and the Ukulele choir all came together for a wonderful hour of music. The reception 
was also a great success. For over 45 minutes after the concert folks gathered and laughed and enjoyed 
one another. This community building event has great potential. Please watch for information about this 
year’s concert and join us for an incredible evening of community celebration. To help with this event, 
please contact Sarah in the front office. 
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CLC Foundation Reports 
 

Foundation Grant Awards 2016 
 

The total fund balance on 12/31/2015 was 578,547.89. The total fund balance as of 11/30/2016 was 
582,426.59. The fund balance is made up of a corpus balance of 513,465.08 and a net fund balance of 
68,961.51. 

Grant awards in 2016 from the Foundation to CLC were as follows: 

 Nursery Attendants - $4500 

 Parish Wing Roof Collector Box and Downspout - $1000 

 Getting the Word Out - $1000 

 Chancel Roof Repair - $3250 

 Guest Musicians - $400 

 Community Coordinator - $5000 

 Pew Racks - $891 

 Live Streaming - $1700 

 Piano Dollies - $150 

 ELCA Candidacy Support - $850 

 Window Repair - $1365 

 Tithe to CLC - $2200 

Total Support given to CLC in 2016 was $22,306 

 

As the out-going Chair of the CLC Foundation I wish to say that it has been an honor to serve CLC in this 
fashion. To all the members I have served with in 8 years, you rock! 

David Oyen 
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CLC Foundation Grant Awards History 2011-2015 
 

2011  2012 

Student care packages 300  Student care packages 300 

Re-leather organs 7983  Stage platforms 3450 

Outsource payroll 1525  Outsource payroll 810 

Banner 1000  Gay pride booth 705 

Quilters 360  Camera & laptop 1000 

Transition Soup 1290  Join liaison 300 

Join liaison  300  Quilters 300 

Good neighbor care packages 227  Kitchen roof 7864 

 

2013  2014 

Musical Sunday School 1500  Mortgage payoff 3822 

Outsource payroll 810  Quilters 700 

Pride NW 500  Coffee pots 388 

Transition Soup 1485  Tower roof 11607 

Quilters 500   

Kitchen stove 1150  2015 

Roof repair 300  Live streaming worship 1115 

Mortgage buy-down 4434  Tower roof 9986 

   Guest musicians 300 

   Paraments & candles 1500 

   Doctoral program 1500 

   Oil to gas conversion 5200 
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Financial & Statistical Reports 
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Parish Statistics 
 

Baptized members -- December 31, 2015… …………..…223 

 

New members received + 5 

Baptisms  3 

Deaths - 3 

Transferred or moved - 1 

Other reasons & statistical adjustment - 0 

 

Total baptized membership – December 31, 2016……224 

 

2016 Parish Activity 

 

Confirmations 1 

Marriages 1 

Funerals 6 

  

Worship – average weekly attendance 83 

 


