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Pastor’s Message 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and 
come and pray to me, I will hear you.” - Jeremiah 29:11-12 

In the month of December, all throughout the city, dozens of members 
of Central Lutheran met in homes to discuss our hopes and dreams for 
this congregation. Each gathering was a space of engaged and 
passionate people with hearts full of questions and worries and hopes 
and excitements. I was honored to sit and record the sessions by 
taking notes. In my purse I now I have an empty pen and in my heart I 
carry pages of questions and ponderings and such incredible joy to get 
to be alongside of you in this journey. 

At the end of the meetings we asked how folks were feeling. Hear the 
words of your community:  

Excited, optimistic, open, flexible, delighted, better than expected, 
curious, intrigued, gratitude, challenged, honesty, hopeful, 
appreciative, thoughtful, grateful, pensive, grateful for participation, 
thankful for community and for one another, we have resources, 
interested, encouraged, good energy, caring, enthusiastic, called, 
energized, tired, relieved, warmed, empowered, reform. 

This month we have one more house meeting where we will again 
gather, listen, take notes, and learn. Then we will gather together as a 
community at our next congregational meeting on January 13 after 
worship. We will vote on a few things (see the next page for details) 
and then your Core Organizing Team will share a report on the next 
steps of this journey we are taking together.  

Thank you for joining us in this time of vision and hope. It is a 
brilliant gift to be a part of such a committed congregation.  

Carry on in joy, 
Pr. Amanda 

Join Us Sunday 

9 AM Learning Hour 

10:15 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, Jan 6. 

Epiphany Sunday 
LH: No Forum 

 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

LH: No Forum 
Semi-Annual 

Congregational Meeting 
After Worship 

 

Sunday, Jan. 20 

LH: Book Study 
 

Sunday, Jan. 27 

LH: Book Study 

 
 
 

Our Mission: 
Transformed by God’s 

love for the world 
through Christ, we are 

sent to:  
 

Build Community 
Do Justice 

Make Peace 

January 2019 
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January Semi–Annual Meeting 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 AFTER WORSHIP 

We will also be providing feedback from the House Meetings that have been held over this winter. This 
will be a joyful, informative, and exciting meeting. Please join us as a voting member or as a guest. 

Email from Central 

You can  choose how many emails you receive by opting in to different groups. 
Visit www.centralportland.org/email to subscribe.  

House Meetings 

At our congregational meeting we learned information about the strengths and vitality of our 
congregation as well as the challenges that lie before us. The Council is inviting and encouraging 
everyone to participate in our next step. We have been gathering in House Meetings to hear your 
questions, ideas, dreams, and thoughts as we reflect together on what we have learned. These meetings 
each last 1 1/2 hours. Please join us as we seek a path that gives our children a legacy of vitality, joy, 
and hope. Please contact Chris B. or find her during Coffee Hour after Worship to sign up. 

One meeting remains. 

Sunday January 6th @3 PM, Hosts: Jennifer & Jon G., Location: SE Stephens St, Portland 

We will be gathering to vote on the following: 

 2019 Annual Budget 

 Additional Council Members 
(Katie Sass & Sebastian Miller) 

 Synod Assembly Participants 

 Bylaw revisions (Please see next page.) 

CLC Foundation Awards Grant Money 

The 2018 grant cycle ended back in May. After the grants were made, there was still a balance of 
available funds that could be granted. Therefore the Foundation opened up a 2nd opportunity in the fall 
for CLC members to submit grant applications. Two new grants were funded. Those are: 

 $1,000 to be used to pay the knowledgeable individuals that are invited to inform and educate our 
congregation at CLC Learning Hour before service each Sunday. 

 $2976.58 to the church general fund to help pay for the cost of the sewer repair work that was done 
earlier this year. 

After these two grants there are now $0 remaining to be granted this year. Hooray! The next grant 
period will be April 2019. Please ask any of the current CLC Foundation Committee members about the 
process: Jeff B., Jan H., Jo-Netta F., Karen J., Katie C., and Matt T. 

ABOUT THE CLC FOUNDATION: The purpose of the Foundation is to provide a donation option 
to the congregation that can last in perpetuity. The Foundation manages this donated pool of money 
with the help of a financial advisor. The money is invested in a conservative, diversified portfolio mix. 
Each year, the Foundation calculates the 3-year average value of the portfolio and makes 4% of that 
average value available to the church. First the Foundation tithes 10% of the available money directly to 
the church general fund. The remaining 90% of the total is made available to the congregation via a 
grant process. The Foundation accepts, reviews and recommends grants to be approved by the Church 
Council. The grants are always in support of the mission of the church and the church itself. 
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Bylaw Change Proposal 

EXPLANATION 

Our current bylaws regarding Congregation Meetings, as shown below, does not include information 
about quorum or other key details suggested by our Model Constitution. The Council has voted to 
send the following revisions to the congregation for vote. If you have questions about the details 
below, please contact Chris Bekemeier or Pr. Amanda.  

CURRENT BYLAWS 

CONGREGATION MEETINGS 
A. Regular congregation meetings shall be held in the months of January and October. The agenda 

for the meetings shall include at least the following: 

JANUARY - Annual reports, ministry reports, audit report, adoption of budget, financial 

reports, election of the nominating committee. 

OCTOBER - Election of the Congregation Council, election of officers, review of financial 

statements. 

B. All or special items of new business to be included in the agenda of the congregation meetings 

shall be submitted in writing to the executive committee at least two (2) weeks before any 

congregation meeting. The executive committee shall publish to the congregation any new 

business to be presented at the meeting one (1) week prior to the meeting. 

PROPOSED BYLAWS BASED UPON MODEL CONSTITUTION 

CONGREGATION MEETINGS 

A. The semi-annual meeting of this congregation shall be held A. in the months of January and 
October. The agenda for the meetings shall include at least the following: JANUARY - Annual 
reports, ministry reports, audit report, adoption of budget, financial reports, election of the 
nominating committee. OCTOBER - Election of the Congregation Council, election of officers, 
review of financial statements. 

B. A special Congregation Meeting may be called by the pastor, the Congregation Council, or the 
president of this congregation, and shall be called by the president of the congregation upon the 
written request of 10 of the voting members. The president of the Congregation Council shall 
call a special meeting upon request of the synodical bishop. The call for each special meeting 
shall specify the purpose for which it is to be held, and no other business shall be transacted. 

C. All or special items of new business to be included in the agenda of the congregation meetings 
shall be submitted in writing to the executive committee at least two (2) weeks before any 
congregation meeting. The executive committee shall publish to the congregation any new 
business to be presented at the meeting one (1) week prior to the meeting. 

D. Notice of all meetings of this congregation shall be given at the services of worship on the 
preceding two consecutive Sundays and by mail or electronic means, as permitted by state law, 
to all voting members at least 10 days in advance of the date of the meeting. 

E. 25 of the voting members shall constitute a quorum. 
F. All actions approved by the congregation shall be by majority vote of those voting members 

present and voting, except as otherwise provided in this constitution or by state law. 
G. Robert’s Rules of Order, latest edition, shall govern parliamentary procedure of all meetings of this 

congregation. 
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Sunday School 

SUNDAY MORNINGS WITH MISS JOELLEN CONTINUE AT 9:15 AM THE FOLLOWING SUNDAYS: 

Jan 20 • Feb 17, 24 • Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  

Expanding Sunday School 

A NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Beginning this season we are hoping to launch another Sunday School classroom for our students.  This 
class will be for our early readers/elementary aged students to continue to explore the stories of our 
faith in an age appropriate manner. 

We are looking for a few volunteers to step forward to create a set of classes for the Spring of 2019. This 
is not a forever volunteer job! Right now we are looking for a 3—6 month commitment from folks. 
Working alongside of Joellen and Pr. Amanda, you (and possibly a team of folks) would be responsible 
for 45 minutes from 9:15—10 AM on the following dates: Jan 20; Feb 17& 24; Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31.   

Materials, ideas, and resources will be made available. What we need are hearts willing to open a space 
for our children to continue to notice and wonder the ways that God reaches out to us through our 
sacred story. 

If you are willing, curious, or just want to know more, please contact Pr. Amanda right away to start planning.  

Get Involved at CLC 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES OPENING UP AMONG US! 

INDOOR PARK REMODEL 

We are actively seeking a volunteer that can help with reaching out to Indoor Park families to invite 
them into participation in this project. This is a chance to reach out and deepen our relationships with 
families that love our space. If you are interested in helping us, let Pr. Amanda know right away! 

LEARNING HOUR ORGANIZER 

After several years of faithful organizing, Janis is looking to step into a different ministry. If you have a 
passion for organizing and communication and are looking for a way to more deeply engage at Central 
contact Janis Williams for more information. 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 

We have amazing young students ready to step into Confirmation. If you would like to get to know the 
students more and spend some time among us contact Pr. Amanda to chat about ways that you can be 
involved with these amazing youth. 

Learning Hour in January 

The first Learning Hour sessions of the year will begin January 20th. For two Sundays we will return to 
our book study from last February. Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes. We will look at the chapter 
concerning the Birth of Jesus. Do you need the book for this study? No, of course not. I bet you're 
familiar with that portion of the New Testament. Come and see Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes. 
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President: Chris Bekemeier; Vice-President: Peter Johnson; Secretary: Jennifer Gerlach; Finance: 

Karen Jolly; Council Members: Vicky Charlston, Anette Horten, Abby Houston, Leah Gilbert, Gerd 
Horten, & Sarah Knipper; Pastor: Amanda Zentz-Alo 
We do our best to serve you as a congregation. If you have any questions, concerns, or congratulations to share, 
please contact one of us directly. 

Executive Team & Council 2019 

Giving Reminder: 

If you have your Central gifts automatically sent to us by an investment or retirement fund, would you 
inform the office (Sarah at 503-284-2331) of the agency that will be sending your gift. It has always been 
surprising to find a nice gift from a fund with no giver name on it. To make sure we record the gift 
accurately, it would be helpful to know which investment firm is sending YOUR gift. 

Thanks. The Finance Team  
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DATE January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27 

ASST. MINISTER Peter Johnson Peter Johnson Jo-Netta Fox Peter Johnson 

LECTOR Janis Williams Lauren Isaac Lynne Flanders 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT (S) 

Charlotte Miller, 
Sarah Carolus, & 
Kathleen Preuss 

Jennifer & Jon 
Gerlach 

Lynn Flanders 
Vivian Hagood & 
Polly Alexander 

ANOINTERS 
2ND SUNDAY 

 TBD   

TELLERS 
Leonard Ellis & 
Lauren Shapton 

Janis Williams & 
David Oyen 

Janet or Peter 
Johnson 

& Carol Hult 

Jeff Bethke & Noah 
Gerlach 

USHER TBD TBD TBD TBD 

GREETER Terry Stahl Terry Stahl Terry Stahl Terry Stahl 

COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP 

TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Ministry Assistants 

NE Emergency Food Bank 

DONATION-OF-THE-MONTH CAMPAIGN 

In an effort to step up our contributions to the NE Emergency Food Bank, we are 
beginning a monthly focus on one or two categories of items. We will of course, 

still take any donation accepted by the food bank, but we thought a monthly 
focus might help. You will also see posters on the bulletin boards encouraging 
the entire Central Portland community to participate. 

January: Canned Soups 

Donations can be left in the large brown bins next to the elevator. 
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Current as of December 20th. Central Lutheran Church events only. 
For all other events, check the CLC website. January 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1  New Year’s Day 

 

Office and NEIP 

CLOSED 

2 3 

5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

5:30 - 9 PM 

Transition Soup 

6 - 8 PM 
L'Arche Communi-

ty Meal 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

4 

BASEMENT 
CLOSED FOR 

RENO PREP 

5 

BASEMENT 
CLOSED FOR 

RENO PREP 

6   Epiphany 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

7 8 

5 - 6:30 PM 

Worship Meeting 

6:30 - 8 PM 

Finance Com 

9 10 

Noon - 1 PM 

IMirJ Vigil 

4 - 5:30 PM 

Executive Com. 

5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

11 12 

3 PM Degerness 

Funeral 

4:30 - 6:30 PM 

LJHL - CN 

13 

10:15 AM - 11:30 

AM WORSHIP 

11:30 - 1:00 PM 

Semi-Annual Mtg 

14 15 

7 - 9 PM 

Council Mtg 

16 17 

5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

18 

9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Interfaith Advoca-

cy 

19 

20 

9 - 10 AM 

Learning Hour - FE 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

21  Martin L. 

King, Jr. Day 

 

Office and NEIP 

CLOSED 

22 23 24 

5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

25 26 

27 

9 - 10 AM 

Learning Hour - FE 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

28 29 30 31 

5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

  


