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Pastor’s Message 

Crisp fall days, warm beverages, and holidays coming around the corner fill 

our lives as we enter into the Fall season. Educational rhythms invite us back 

into regular attendance and we are given the opportunity to renew our 

relationships and strengthen our community. 

This month I encourage you to reach out to folks around you on Sunday 

morning. We have many new faces of folks who have begun to join us in 

worship. Get to know one another and learn about each other’s passions. 

Take the risk to invite someone to have coffee or tea in a one to one 

conversation. The more we listen to one another, the stronger our 

relationship, and the stronger our community and congregation grow.  

This month we will be preparing for our Fall Congregational Meeting 

scheduled for after worship on November 4. There we will elect some new 

folks to Council, but perhaps even more importantly we will hear a report on 

a comprehensive listening season that was conducted last year. We will hear 

about the strengths of our congregation, as well as potential future 

challenges.  

I encourage everyone to plan to attend this meeting. Even if you have not yet 

chosen to become a voting member, you are a part of our community and 

having you in the room on November 4 is important to us. Together, as a 

whole community, we have an amazing future ahead of us. So spend this 

month reconnecting with one another a little deeper and, come November, 

we’ll meet to see what we can dream together! 

Carry on in joy, 

Pr. Amanda 

Join Us Sunday 

9 AM Learning Hour 

10:15 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

 

 

Sunday, Oct. 7 

Creationtide 

LH: Living Cully / Verde 

 

Sunday, Oct. 14 

Creationtide 

LH: Environmental 

Consequences of 

Militarism & War 

 

Sunday, Oct. 21 

Creationtide 

LH: Reducing World 

Hunger 

 

Sunday, Oct. 28 

LH: Connected Ministry 
 
 
 

Our Mission: 
 

Transformed by God’s 
love for the world 

through Christ, we are 
sent to:  

 

Build Community 
Do Justice 

Make Peace 
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L’Arche Opportunity 

Those who live in the Montavilla neighborhood are welcome to attend a monthly potluck hosted by the 
L’Arche Community. These meals occur on the first Thursday of each month from 6-8 PM at 
Taborspace (5441 SE Belmont). This month’s meal will happen on October 4th. 

“Open your hearts to friends with and without intellectual disabilities, discover a community of belonging and 
inclusion, and engage in activities and discussions that feed our spirit.” 

IMiRJ Opportunity 

As partners in the work with the Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice, we are invited to join in a 
monthly vigil. If you would like to carpool to these powerful experiences, please contact Ginny F. The 
Prayer Vigils occur on the 2nd Thursday of each month at Noon at the corner of SW Macadam & SW 
Hamilton. This month’s vigil will take place on October 11th. 

Human Rights in the Holy Land Presents:  

THE REST OF THE STORY—A PALESTINIAN FILM FESTIVAL 

You are welcome to attend a Palestinian Film Festival sponsored by LJHL, Friends of Sabeel, and the 
Holy Land Ministry at Spirit of Grace. 

The festival will be held October 5-7, 2018, at 5th Avenue Cinema, 510 SW Hall, in Portland. Tickets are 
available through Brown Paper Tickets. 

Additional Information about the festival can be found on the CLC Social Justice Bulletin Board and at 
motaspirit.org. 

Friday, October 5, 7 PM: Israel & Palestine 101 (6 min), Steadfast Hope—The Big Picture (17 min). 
Feature: The Stones Cry Out (58 min). Panel Q&A. 

Saturday, October 6, 3 PM: Steadfast Hope—A Tale of Two Peoples (11 min). Feature: The Wanted 18 
(75 min). Steadfast Hope—Response: Theirs and Ours (15 min). 

Saturday, October 6, 7 PM: Steadfast Hope—Telling the Story (15 min). Feature: Imprisoning a 
Generation (50 min). Steadfast Hope—Can It Be Called Apartheid? (14 min). Panel Q&A. 

Sunday, October 7, 3 PM: Steadfast Hope—Hardship and Hope (15 min). Feature: The Occupation of the 
American Mind (84 min). Steadfast Hope—Who Profits? (12 min). Steadfast Hope—
Transformation (9 min). Panel Q&A. 

Congregational Meeting Scheduled 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2018 AFTER WORSHIP 

Congregational meeting will include voting on addition of new members, election of officers (same), 
and brief financial review. This will be followed by a discussion of the ELCA Vitality Survey. 

Please plan to attend! 

Learning Hour after Creationtide 

October 28th we will continue the theme of Justice by learning about the Connected ministry at 
Holladay Park. Polly A will be your guide. 
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CREATIONTIDE 2018: 
Justice is an Ever-Living Stream  

 Central Lutheran Church 
September 16 - October 21 

 

A season of learning, listening and connecting — for all of Creation. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

LISTEN: SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM 

Sept 16: Bethany Thomas:  Networks in Nature and Community 
Nature is full of fascinating networks — from food webs to ecosystems as a whole. Just as humans don’t always 

see ourselves as part of nature, we often don’t recognize the presence and power of our own networks. We’ll 

investigate the social networks that exist at Central, and explore our capacity to thrive through them. 
 

Sept 23:  Sarah Carolus, Chris Bekemeier & Angie Aldrich:  November 2018 Ballot Measures 
This November, Oregonians will vote on several ballot measures that are deeply connected to our congregation’s 

commitment to justice. Learn more about these measures and participate in lively discussion!   
 

Sept 30:  Dan Brunner: How Do We Know We’re Right?   
It isn't just the political system that is polarized around ecological issues. Christians find themselves aligned with 

political divisions. What does it mean to be "right"? Does it matter? What can we learn from the Bible, Jesus, 

Francis of Assisi, Dietrich Bonhoeffer & others on humility, crossing boundaries & being right...or wrong? 
 

Oct 7:  Living Cully/Verde: A Neighborhood Model for Sustainability and Justice   
Carolina Gonzalez and Cameron Harrington will discuss the Living Cully Community Energy Plan — how our 

neighbors are working together to create a more sustainable and just neighborhood.   
 

Oct 14:  Martin Donohoe,  MD:  The Environmental Consequences of Militarism & War   
Discussion will focus on the economic and environmental consequences of our enormous military 

expenditures.  Dr. Donohoe always includes practical suggestions for promoting peace.  
 

Oct 21:  Bread for the World (BFW): The Importance of Constituent Letters in Reducing World Hunger   
Robin Stephenson, BFW Northwest Regional Coordinator, will share a brief history of BFW and discuss the 

importance of directly engaging our Congressional representatives on hunger issues.  
 

CELEBRATE: SUNDAYS AT 10:15 AM: CREATION-CENTERED WORSHIP 
ALSO: 

All Sundays During Fellowship Hour (11:30-12:30):  Art for All Ages  
 

Sept 16, Fellowship Hour: Plant-based Food Tasting, Recipe Sharing & Learning  
 

Sunday, October 7:  St. Francis Sunday Blessing of the Animals:   

Bring your furry, feathered and finned friends to worship receive a special blessing.  
 

1820 NE 21st Ave (one block north of Broadway) | centralportland.org 
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October: 

Canned Fruit & Vegetables 

NE EMERGENCY FOOD BANK 
DONATION-OF-THE-MONTH CAMPAIGN 

Please deposit your donations in the large brown bins in the elevator alcove on the 
main floor. 

Ministry Leaders: 

Start gathering your data, photos, and stories for the 2018 Annual Report!  

All Saints Sunday: November 4 

We do our best to keep a list of those who passed away in the last year, but we still need your help. 
Please contact the office with names of those you would like to have included during worship on All 
Saints Sunday. 

NE Emergency Food Bank 

DONATION-OF-THE-MONTH CAMPAIGN 

In an effort to step up our contributions to the NE Emergency Food Bank, we are beginning a monthly 
focus on one or two categories of items. We will of course, still take any donation accepted by the 

food bank, but we thought a monthly focus might help. You will also see posters on the bulletin boards 
encouraging the entire Central Portland community to participate. 

Care Packages for CLC College Students 

Again this fall, the Central community will send care 
packages to thirteen of our college students. The care 
packages are a wonderful way to let our young people know 
that the Central community continues to hold them in our 
thoughts and prayers – a meaningful message of love and 
support. Please contribute! Homemade cookies and bars are 
awesome. Other ideas: bags of nuts, tea, power bars, snack 
bars, dried fruit. Please use sign-up sheet in Fellowship 
Room to indicate what you can bring. Also look for photo 
display which includes photos and info about each young 
person – and cards to sign. Please bring your snack 
donations to Central no later than Sunday, October 14. 
Thank you!! 
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We do our best to serve you as a congregation. If you 
have any questions, concerns, or congratulations to 
share with us, please contact one of us directly. 

Executive Team & Council 2018 

President Chris Bekemeier 

Vice-President Peter Johnson 

Secretary Jennifer Gerlach 

Finance Karen Jolly 

Council Members Vicky Charlston, Anette Horten, 
Abby Houston, Leah Gilbert,& Terry Stahl 

Pastor Amanda Zentz-Alo 

Vote on (or before) November 6:  

THE PORTLAND CLIMATE ACTION COMMUNITY BENEFITS INITIATIVE 

November 6 is an important date, as U.S. citizens take to the ballot box – or in Oregon’s case, make sure 
our votes have been cast and our ballots have been submitted. Voting is an important privilege of 
citizenship. In many cases, for many of us, how we vote can also be an act of faith.  

EcoFaith Recovery, a broad network of volunteers and faith-based leaders in the Pacific Northwest – of 
which Central Lutheran is a member – has been deeply engaged in learning about, supporting and 
educating others about an upcoming initiative on the November 2018 ballot, specifically for the City of 
Portland.  

This initiative has been known to us as the Portland Clean Energy Fund, or PCEF. Working with a 
multitude of community partners, we gathered upwards of 61,000 signatures and were thus successful 
in getting the measure included on the ballot. For purposes of voting, the measure was renamed. It is 
now: The Portland Climate Action Community Benefits Initiative.  

The Portland Climate Action Community Benefits Initiative builds a clean energy economy and 
promotes social justice through investment in energy efficiency, renewable energy, green economy job 
training, community-based food production and green infrastructure. The Initiative will be funded by a 
1% surcharge on gross receipts of large national retail outlets in the City of Portland (groceries and 
medicines excluded). A new committee appointed by the City Council will govern the program to 
prioritize projects for low income populations and job training for underserved communities.  

Through the Portland Climate Action Community Benefits Initiative, we lift up a community-led vision 
that builds resilience and wealth in the face of climate change and federal inaction. Our community can 
take proactive steps to fight climate change while addressing social and economic inequity by 
providing major new economic opportunities for low-income Portlanders, including women and 
communities of color. 

Let’s act locally on climate change and social justice this November! 
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BottleDrop Fundraiser 

Central Lutheran Church has signed up to become a featured fundraiser for the Oregon BottleDrop 
centers. This gives CLC access to Fundraiser Blue Bags which can be filled by supporters and dropped 
off at any BottleDrop center. 
How it works: Pick up a special blue bag in the Agape Room, take it home, and put your refundable 
bottles and cans in the blue bag. Once your bag is full, either return it to the Agape Room and we will 
return it for you, or drop it off at one of the BottleDrop centers around the city. See 
BottleDropCenters.com for locations. 
Featured Fundraisers also appear on BottleDropCenters.com and are eligible for online donations from 
BottleDrop Account holders. If you have an individual BottleDrop account, you can choose to donate 
your money through online transfer to Central Lutheran’s account. All funds earned will go into the 
Central Lutheran’s general fund. If you have any questions contact Janet or Peter J. 

Manage Your Giving Online 

Central is excited to announce that you can now manage your giving 
online! Giving online is easy and allows you to make a one-time donation or set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the 
Internet or by using your smartphone. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at https://www.centralportland.org/ 

2. Click on the Donate button at the bottom of the home page 

3. Donate with either PayPal using your debit/credit card or with GivePlus by Vanco (same 
company that operates Simply Giving) using your debit/credit card of checking/savings account 

You can also use the GivePlus Church app by Vanco for free from the App Store or Google Play.  

1. Search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find and download the app for your smartphone  

2. Search for Central by zip code 97212 

3. Easily make donations directly from your smartphone using your debit/credit card or 
checking/savings account 

We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our ministry, and thank you for your support. 

Please contact Kevin C., Central Stewardship Chair, with any questions or concerns. 

AmazonSmile Donates to Non-Profits  

Many of us use Amazon for online ordering. Now, by using AmazonSmile, you can direct a percentage 
of your purchase price to your favorite charity or non-profit (like Central Lutheran). It costs you 
nothing and the donations can really add up. One of our families has donated over $130 just this year!  

Just go to www.smile.amazon.com, then designate your charity. Then, when you purchase online 
through SmileAmazon, they will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchase to your charity or non-profit. 
Donations are sent to your designation every quarter, and you can view your contribution online 
whenever you like.  

Questions? Go online to www.smile.amazon.com or talk to Kent L.  

http://bottledropcenters.com/
http://bottledropcenters.com/
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DATE October 7 October 14 October 21 October 28 

ASST. MINISTER Jo-Netta Fox Peter Johnson Jo-Netta Fox Jo-Netta Fox 

LECTOR Bill Fox Linda L. Bergman Leo Tautfest Jeff Bethke 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT (S) 

Charlotte Miller, 
Ginny Feldman, & 
Hazel Larpenteur 

Karen Jolly & 
Amy Beadles-Bohling 

Marta Tautfest & 
Lynne & Lynn 

Flanders 
Kathy Preuss 

ANOINTERS 
2ND SUNDAY 

 TBD   

TELLERS 
Leonard Ellis & 

Chloe Flora 
Janis Williams & 

David Oyen 

Janet or Peter 
Johnson 

& Carol Hult 

Jeff Bethke & 
Caroline Jones 

USHER Vicky Charlston 
Sebastian & Charlotte 

Miller 
Sebastian & Charlotte 

Miller 
Sebastian & Charlotte 

Miller 

GREETER Terry Stahl TBD 
Skip & Elaine 
Tweitmeyer 

Terry Stahl 

COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Miller Family TBD Esther Nelson 
Marta & Leo Tautfest 

& Vicky Charlston 

Ministry Assistants 

Bread Delivery 
Polly Alexander 
Vivian Hagood 
 

Bread Buttering 
Linda J. Bergman 
Chris Brown 
 

Hamburger 
Chris Brown 
 

Transition Soup October 4th 

October Mowing Schedule 

WEEKEND 1: TBD WEEKEND 2: Jason WEEKEND 3: John WEEKEND 4: Peter 

Vegetables 
Chris Brown 
 

Shoppers 
Miller Family 
 

Soup Maker 
Susan Yett & Ginny Feldman 
 

Soup Delivery Team 
Cheryl & Leonard Ellis & Sarah Carolus 
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Current as of September 24th. Central Lutheran Church events only. 
For all other events, check the CLC website. 

Email from Central 

You can  choose how many emails you receive by opting in to different groups. Visit 
www.centralportland.org/email to subscribe. If you are having difficulty updating your preferences, 
let us know and we’ll do our best to get you on board! 

October 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 4 

5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir 
 
5:30 - 9 PM 
Transition Soup 
 
7 - 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir 

5 6 

7 
Animal Blessings 

 
9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour 
 
10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

8 9 
5 - 6:30 PM 
Worship Mtg - AS 
 
6:30 - 8 PM 
Finance Mtg-AS 

10 11 
4 - 5:30 PM 
Executive Com. 
 
5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir 
 
7- 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir  

12 13 
11 - 4 PM 
Transition Soup 
Team Party 

14 
9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour 
 
10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 
 
11:30-1 PM 
Pastoral Partners 

15 16 
7 - 9 PM 
Council Mtg - CN 

17 18 
5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir  
 
7- 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir 

19 
9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Interfaith Advocacy 

20 
7 - 9 PM 
Flute & Piano 
Benefit Concert 

21 
9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour  
 
10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

22 23 24 
12:30 - 2 PM 
LJHL / SJC - AS 

25 
5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir  
 
7- 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir  

26 27 

28 
Reformation 

Sunday 
 
9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour 
 
10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

29 30 31    


