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Pastor’s Message 

Beloved Saints of Central, 

As we step into our 5th year of ministry together I am constantly 
amazed and overjoyed by the dedication and gifts of this 
Congregation. Your capacities to engage in deep questions with one 
another, to dive into ministry outside of our facility, your open 
welcome to the greater community, and the genuine way that each of 
you engages your faith are strengths that cannot be celebrated 
enough. 

This month, on November 4th, we will be gathering together for a 
sacred and special day. We will remember the Saints that have gone 
before us. Those that taught us our faith, those that gave us the gift of 
this community, and many more that have nurtured us through our 
lifetimes. 

After our worship we will enjoy a light lunch together and then send 
the children off to class with Miss Joellen. Together, looking to their 
future, we will learn more about these gifts that we have and what it 
means that we are a vital and sustainable congregation. We will look 
at some information about the climate that we live in, culturally and 
financially. We will hear from our Council, who have been pondering 
this information for several months with open and prayerful hearts. 
Rooted in our understanding of the gifts we have received from the 
past, looking to the future of our children, we will ponder what these 
things mean for the choices we make together.  

Our November 4th worship service and Congregational Meeting will 
be deeply important and I hope that you are able to join us in person 
or by streaming online. I look forward to this powerful day in ministry 
alongside of you. 

Carry on in joy, 
Pr. Amanda 

Join Us Sunday 

9 AM Learning Hour 

10:15 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 4 

All Saints Sunday 
LH: No Forum 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday School During 

Meeting!  
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 11 

LH: Street Roots  
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 18 

LH: “Just Coffee” 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 25 

Reign of Christ Sunday 
LH:  No Forum 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission: 
Transformed by God’s 

love for the world 
through Christ, we are 

sent to:  
 

Build Community 
Do Justice 

Make Peace 
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All Saints Sunday, November 4, 2018: 

A SACRED DAY OF REMEMBRANCE, REFLECTION, AND LOOKING FORWARD 

Please note: Sunday School with Miss Joellen for our youngest members will 

occur after worship for the 1 1/2 hours during our Congregational Meeting. 

LOOKING BACK: HOLDING PRAYER IN WORSHIP 

This year, we are opening our range of names that we will speak at the beginning of service. In the past 
we have limited the names to those who have died in the previous 12 months. This year we would like 
to invite everyone to carefully write the names of any departed saint that they would like to recognize 
on the cards available in the Narthex. These names will then be read aloud during the service. (If the 
name may be difficult to pronounce correctly, please put a pronunciation guide on the back of the card.) If you 
have a name to submit electronically, please email it to both Sarah and Pr. Amanda.  

 

LOOKING FORWARD: GATHERING IN OUR MEETING 

After our worship service we will gather for a light lunch in the Fellowship Hall and then engage in our 
Semi-Annual Meeting. Our agenda is as follows: 

 Voting on Council Officers and New Members 

 Brief Financial Report 

 Engaging the Good News and Looking to the Future 

 

In 2017 Central Lutheran engaged in a Listening Season alongside of the Oregon Synod. We received 
the compiled data and, in summer of 2018, the Council spent a day’s retreat with the information 
offered from this research. From it we learn some deeply good news about our vitality and 
sustainability. We also see trends that will carry forward with some significant ramifications for our 
congregation in 25 to 50 years.  

This time will be an opportunity to hear about the incredible gifts that we have as a congregation while 
looking at what challenges we have laying before us.  After several months of prayer and consideration 
the Council will share two pathways we see ahead of us. These are not prescriptive paths, and there 
may be a hundred trails to follow after we choose a path. What is important is that your voice is present 
in our conversation and deliberation.  

 

Fully rooted in the gifts of those who have gone before us, we will look ahead to the future of our 
children and pray together as we discern the path ahead. Join us for this sacred day. 

Ministry Leaders: 

GATHER YOUR DATA, PHOTOS, AND STORIES FOR THE 2018 ANNUAL REPORT!  

Email from Central 

You can  choose how many emails you receive by opting in to different groups. Visit 
www.centralportland.org/email to subscribe. If you are having difficulty updating your preferences, 
let us know and we’ll do our best to get you on board! 
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January Semi–Annual Meeting Scheduled 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 AFTER WORSHIP 

This semi-annual meeting will include voting on any additional Council members and our Annual 
Budget. We will have several Learning Hour opportunities in December about our budgeting process 
in advance of this meeting. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us. 

Cross-Congregation Youth Events 

Saint Andrew’s in Beaverton would like youth from around the area to join them! If you are a teen who 

would like to help plan events, please email your name, grade, and congregation to 

orfaithevents@gmail.com  Broaden those circles of connection! 

Sunday School 

SUNDAY MORNING MUSIC & MOVEMENT FOR LITTLE ONES  

SUNDAY SCHOOL RETURNS! 

Join together for Music and Movement with Miss Joellen! Our class dates for the rest of 2018 are: 

November 4 (Special event AFTER worship during the Congregational Meeting) ; 11 & 25 

Every week in December!  

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S PROGRAM DECEMBER 16 

Our Annual Christmas Children’s Program will take place on December 16 during worship. Mark your 
calendars and join us for a wonderful celebration and storytelling by our youngest members. 

Save the Date: Women’s Retreat 

Mark your calendars for the women’s Retreat on March 16, 2019! 

Expanding Sunday School 

A NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Beginning in January we are hoping to launch another Sunday School classroom for our students.  This 
class will be for our early readers/elementary aged students to continue to explore the stories of our 
faith in an age appropriate manner. 

We are looking for a few volunteers to step forward to create a set of classes for the Spring of 2019. This 
is not a forever volunteer job! Right now we are looking for a 3—6 month commitment from folks. 
Working alongside of Joellen and Pr. Amanda, you (and possibly a team of folks) would be responsible 
for 45 minutes from 9:15—10 AM on Sunday mornings as yet to be determined.  

Materials, ideas, and resources will be made available. What we need are hearts willing to open a space 
for our children to continue to notice and wonder the ways that God reaches out to us through our 
sacred story. 

If you are willing, curious, or just want to know more, please contact Pr. Amanda right away to start planning.  
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NE Emergency Food Bank 

NOVEMBER IS SOAP AND TOOTHPASTE MONTH! 

We will, of course take any donations accepted by the food bank. 

Donations can be left in the large brown bins next to the elevator. 

Come Christmas Caroling! 

On Sunday after church, November 25th and December 2nd, please join the Pastoral Partners in 
caroling for Central members unable to come to church. We will provide the music and the ride, but we 
need your voice! It is a wonderful way to start the Advent season and make our homebound members 
very happy. Contact Peter C., Carol H., or Sarah C. if you have any questions. 

Food Bank Challenge! 

Thanksgiving is fast approaching and Thrivent's Pacific Cascade Region has challenged The Central 

Portland Community. Collect 500 or more food items--cans, pasta, anything the Northeast Emergency 

Food Bank will take--from November 1 through November 30th. Thrivent will donate $500. 

New Ways to Get Involved at CLC 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES OPENING UP AMONG US! 

INDOOR PARK REMODEL 

After years of planning, getting bids, and other tiny details we are in the final stages of remodeling the 
Indoor Park! New paint, new flooring, new toys! It is exciting and wonderful news. We are actively 
seeking a volunteer that can help with reaching out to Indoor Park families to invite them into 
participation in this project. This could mean anything from a painting party to a fun evening of 
signing the floor before it gets covered up to a new toy shower after the carpet is replaced. The sky is 
the limit! What it would mean is a chance to reach out and deepen our relationships with families that 
love our space. If you are interested in helping us deepen our relationships with these families, let Pr. 
Amanda know right away! 

LEARNING HOUR ORGANIZER 

After several years of faithful organizing, Janis is looking to step into a different ministry. If you have a 
passion for organizing and communication and are looking for a way to more deeply engage at Central 
contact Janis Williams for more information. 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 

We have amazing young students ready to step into Confirmation. If you would like to get to know the 
students more and spend some time among us contact Pr. Amanda to chat about ways that you can be 
involved with these amazing youth. 

CLC Foundation Mini-Grants 

The Foundation has a small amount of remaining funds for the 2018 grant cycle. If you would like to 

apply for a mini-grant please contact Katie C. for an electronic application form or you can pick up a 

hard copy form in the church narthex. All mini-grant applications are due November 11th. 
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President: Chris Bekemeier; Vice-President: Peter Johnson; Secretary: Jennifer Gerlach; Finance: 

Karen Jolly; Council Members: Vicky Charlston, Anette Horten, Abby Houston, Leah Gilbert, & Terry 
Stahl; Pastor: Amanda Zentz-Alo 
We do our best to serve you as a congregation. If you have any questions, concerns, or congratulations to share, 
please contact one of us directly. 

Executive Team & Council 2018 

BottleDrop Fundraiser 

Pick up a special blue bag in the Agape Room, take it home, and put your refundable bottles and cans 
in the blue bag. Once your bag is full, either return it to the Agape Room and we will return it for you, 
or you can drop it off at one of the BottleDrop centers around the city. 
See BottleDropCenters.com for locations. 
If you have an individual BottleDrop account, you can choose to donate your money through online 
transfer to Central Lutheran’s account. All funds earned will go into the Central Lutheran’s general 
fund. If you have any questions contact Janet or Peter J. 

Manage Your Giving Online 

Central is excited to announce that you can now manage your giving 
online! Giving online is easy and allows you to make a one-time donation or set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the 
Internet or by using your smartphone. Here’s how: 

1. Visit the church website and click on the Donate button at the bottom of the home page. 

2. Donate with either PayPal or with GivePlus by Vanco (same company that operates Simply Giving) 

You can also use the GivePlus Church app by Vanco. 

1. Search for “GivePlus Church” in the Apple Store or Google Play. 

2. Install the app. 

3. Search for Central by zip code: 97212 

4. Make donations directly from your smartphone! 

Please contact Kevin C., Central Stewardship Chair, with any questions or concerns. 

AmazonSmile Donates to Non-Profits  

Many of us use Amazon for online ordering. Now, by using AmazonSmile, you can direct a percentage 
of your purchase price to your favorite charity or non-profit (like Central Lutheran). It costs you 
nothing and the donations can really add up. One of our families has donated over $130 just this year!  

Just go to www.smile.amazon.com, then designate your charity. Then, when you purchase online 
through SmileAmazon, they will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchase to your charity or non-profit. 
Donations are sent to your designation every quarter, and you can view your contribution online 
whenever you like.  Questions? Go online to www.smile.amazon.com or talk to Kent L.  

http://bottledropcenters.com/
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DATE November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 

ASST. MINISTER Gary Downing Gary Downing Gary Downing Gary Downing 

LECTOR Peter Johnson Janis Williams Leo Tautfest Linda L. Bergman 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT (S) 

Charlotte Miller, 
Sarah Carolus, & 

Janet Johnson 

Kathleen Preuss & 
Jon Gerlach 

Vivian Hagood & 
Polly Alexander, & 

Marta Tautfest 

Lynne & Lynne 
Flanders 

ANOINTERS 
2ND SUNDAY 

 TBD   

TELLERS 
Leonard Ellis & 

Chloe Flora 
Janis Williams & 

David Oyen 

Janet or Peter 
Johnson 

& Carol Hult 

Jeff Bethke & 
Caroline Jones 

USHER TBD TBD Sarah Carolus Sarah Carolus 

GREETER Faye Bennett 
Polly Alexander & 

Vivian Hagood 
Faye Bennett 

Faye Bennett & 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 

COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Janis Williams Lauren Isaac Chris Bekemeier 
Polly Alexander & 

Vivian Hagood 

Ministry Assistants 

Bread Delivery 
Polly Alexander 
Vivian Hagood 
 

Bread Buttering 
Linda J. Bergman 
Chris Brown 
 

Hamburger 
Chris Brown 
 

Transition Soup November 1st 
Vegetables 
Karin Poida 
 

Shoppers 
Miller Family 
 

Soup Maker 
Vicky Charleston & Ginny Feldman 
 

Soup Delivery Team 
David & Joe Nixon, Bill Faust 

Communion Preparation: 

Sarah Carolus & Ginny Feldman 
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Current as of October 24th. Central Lutheran Church events only. 
For all other events, check the CLC website. November 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir - SN 

5:30 - 9 PM 
Transition Soup 

6 - 8 PM 
L’Arche Meal 

7 - 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir - CH 

2 3 

4    FALL BACK 

9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour - FE 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Manga Bible - AS 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Sunday School - 201 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

11:30 - 1:00 PM 
Congregational Mtg 

5 6   NEIP CLOSED 7   NEIP CLOSED 8 

Noon—1 PM 
IMirJ Vigil 

4 - 5:30 PM 
Executive Com. 

5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir - SN 

7 - 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir - CH 

9 10 

11 

9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour - FE 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Manga Bible - AS 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Sunday School - 201 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

12 13 

5 - 6:30 PM 
Worship Mtg - AS 

6:30 - 8 PM 
Finance Com. - AS 

14 15 

5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir - SN 

7 - 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir - CH 

16 

9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Interfaith Adv - CN 

17 

18 

9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour - FE 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Manga Bible - AS 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

19 20 

7 - 9 PM 
Council Mtg-CN 

21 22  Thanksgiving 

Office & NEIP 

Closed 

23  

Office & NEIP 

Closed 

24 

25 

9 - 10 AM 
Learning Hour - FE 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Manga Bible - AS 

9:15 - 10 AM 
Sunday School - 201 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 
WORSHIP 

11:30 - 2:00 PM 
Christmas Caroling 

26 27 28 29 

5:30 - 7 PM 
Bell Choir - SN 

7 - 8:30 PM 
Chancel Choir - CH 

30  


