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Pastor’s Message 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call 
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.” Jeremiah 29:11-12  

At each of our house meetings and at our Semi-Annual 
Congregational meeting in January we lifted up this verse of Jeremiah. 
It is a promise that God is with a people on a journey. It is a promise 
for each of us in our lifetimes and for us as a community. 

Through these last months we have seen incredible participation 
throughout the congregation in our visioning process and 
conversation. One of the most striking pieces, as a listener during the 
house meetings, has been the outpouring of love and care shown for 
one another. We heard some potentially daunting news about the 
future of our world and our congregation in November and when we 
gathered what poured out of the hearts of the members was love, 
hope, some good agitation, and curiosity for where we will find our 
way.  

This month we will say farewell to Sarah as our Office Administrator 
as she has found a place of full time employment. We will send her 
with our love and gratitude and hope for her flourishing in the future. 
We will also trust this transition as an opportunity to keep listening to 
the path the Spirit has planned for us. We will evaluate and listen to 
what we need in this staff support position. We can trust that God is 
with us on the journey and has plans for us; plans that give us all a 
future with hope. I look forward to our work together. 

 

Carry on in joy, 
Pr. Amanda 

Join Us Sunday 

9 AM Learning Hour 

10:15 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, Feb 3 

LH:  Carmen Farmer 
 

Sunday, Feb 10 

LH:  Film: Imprisoning a 
Generation 

 

Sunday, Feb 17 

Sunday School 
LH:  Discussion of Film 

 

Sunday, Feb 24 

Sunday School 
LH:  Emergency 

Preparedness 

 
 
 

Our Mission: 
Transformed by God’s 

love for the world 
through Christ, we are 

sent to:  
 

Build Community 
Do Justice 

Make Peace 
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Expanding Sunday School 

A VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Beginning this season we are planning to launch another Sunday School classroom for our students.  
This class will be for our early readers/elementary aged students to continue to explore the stories of 
our faith in an age appropriate manner. 

We have two volunteers and would welcome others to step forward to create a set of classes for the 
Spring of 2019. This is not a forever volunteer job! Right now we are looking for a 3—6 month 
commitment from folks. Working alongside of Joellen and Pr. Amanda, you would be responsible for 
45 minutes from 9:15—10 AM on the following dates: Feb 17& 24; Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31.   

Materials, ideas, and resources will be made available. What we need are hearts willing to open a space 
for our children to continue to notice and wonder the ways that God reaches out to us through our 
sacred story.  

If you are willing, curious, or just want to know more, please contact Pr. Amanda right away to start planning.  

NE Emergency Food Bank 

DONATION-OF-THE-MONTH: DEODORANT & SHAMPOO/CONDITIONER 

In an effort to step up our contributions to the NE Emergency Food Bank and to 
encourage awareness of all the different kinds of items that are needed and 
accepted, we post a monthly focus on one or two categories of items. We will of 

course, still take any donation accepted by the food bank. 

Learning Hour 

February 3: Someday you or your parents or your friends will retire! You are invited to meet Carmen 
Farmer, a certified professional coach who works primarily with baby boomers and seniors, helping 
them create more energy, more joy, and more engagement.  

We will ask the question: What creates the most enjoyment and sense of purpose? Recognizing what 
things offer fun and meaning and add those to each day. 

This interactive presentation shows participants the path from “I don’t know what to do” to “I’m 
having a great time.” We will talk about where you are now, where you would like to be, and what 
might be in the way. We will talk about the process: Recognizing there’s something missing, Deciding 
what to do, and Taking new action.  

February 10 & 17: watch  and discuss the film, Imprisoning a Generation. We will ask the question: How 
do children (and how does society) fare in military occupation? 

Portland-based filmmaker Zelda Edmunds' movie is the story of 4 Palestinian children imprisoned by 
the Israeli military. Ms. Edmunds came to her passion for justice while in Palestine as part of ELCA's 
Young Adults in Global Missions (YAGM). She spent another year in Gaza and West Bank supporting 
local organizations. We will also learn more about YAGM, in which young adults 21-29 serve 
internationally, in countries of extreme need, social injustice, and political tension.  
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Calling All Women of Central Lutheran 

Feeling exhausted, overwhelmed, and saddened by the current state of affairs in our local community, 

the nation and the world?  Longing for a little time to rest and re-energize? If so, then please join us on 

March 16 and 17 for the annual CLC Women's Retreat at Menucha Retreat Center in Corbett, OR.  

Rabbi Kolodny will facilitate the program of, "Growing the Love, Releasing the Rest."  It will be a 

weekend of rest, fellowship, and growth.  We hope to see you there!  The cost will be waived for new 

attendees too! 

Warmly, The CLC Women’s Retreat Committee 

Get Involved at CLC 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES OPENING UP AMONG US! 

LEARNING HOUR ORGANIZER 

After several years of faithful organizing, Janis is looking to step into a different ministry. If you have a 
passion for organizing and communication and are looking for a way to more deeply engage at Central 
contact Janis W for more information. 

Interfaith Advocacy at State Legislature 

On March 4th, folks will be gathering in Salem to attend briefings and workshops on upcoming 

legislation. We will then gather and march to the State Capitol to make our voices of faith heard in 

meetings with our legislators. Workshops will be given on Climate Justice, Criminal Reform, Gun 

Violence Prevention, Health Care, Immigration, and Income Inequality around Housing and Hunger. 

Interfaith Alliance on Poverty is one of the sponsors and we will help you with registration and 

transportation. Please contact Sarah C if you are interested in attending.  

Sunday School 

SUNDAY MORNINGS WITH MISS JOELLEN 
CONTINUE AT 9:15 AM THE FOLLOWING 

SUNDAYS: 

 Feb 17, 24 • Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  

Progress in the NEIP! 

Our Restoration Committee has been working 
tirelessly to spruce up the NEIP and make it a 
nicer place for families to play. Carpeting is 
coming mid-February! 
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2019 New Council Members 

We are delighted that the following five CLC members have stepped into new leadership roles as 
members of the 2019 Central Lutheran Church Council. (These bios, previously published in our 
bulletins, have been edited for publication online to protect minors.) 

SARAH KNIPPER 

My name is Sarah Knipper and I've been attending Central since the Spring of 2015. At that time, I had 
been unsuccessfully looking for a church home that would be good for both myself and my daughter 
and was turned onto Central by a mutual friend of David & Chris. I knew instantly that it was the 
congregation for us and I feel so blessed and grateful to have a church community that is Christ-
centered with a heart for flexibility, family and community-oriented justice. I am originally from 
Rochester, NY but have been in Portland since 2002, and have been living in the St. Johns neighborhood 
for over a decade. I live with my daughter, who is a 2nd grader at Kairos PDX, and my partner Jamie, 
who is a carpenter. I work for the state of Oregon as a school health epidemiologist, and I'm also a part-
time health policy PhD student at PSU/OHSU. I love hiking, rock climbing, reading, live music, 
watching football and drinking good beer. I'm grateful to Central for accepting me as a Council member 
and for the opportunity to serve this wonderful church body that has shown such tenderness and care 
to both my daughter and I! 

AMY BEADLES-BOHLING 

My name is Amy Beadles-Bohling and I and my family have been attending Central since 2005. Prior to 
joining Central we had been temporarily churchless. We were starting a family, which made us eager to 
find a church home. It was important to us to find a congregation that we could baptize our son into; it 
needed to be a “real” church home where we felt a part of the community. I still remember being so 
touched by how children were included in worship and immediately feeling connected and like Central 
was the right place for our family. I’m so happy both our children have been baptized at Central. They 
are so comfortable here and having this place be our church home has been a blessing for our family. I 
was raised in southern Minnesota—Lutheran territory! In fact, I’m a PK (Pastor’s Kid). While it hasn’t 
always been easy, Bonnie and I have stuck with the ELCA throughout its discussions around LGBTQ 
persons and how we fit into the greater churchwide family. Because of this, helping everyone feel 
welcome here at Central and in the entire ELCA is very important to me. Bonnie and I moved to 
Portland in 1996 just after we got married so I could attend graduate school at OHSU. I earned my 
Ph.D. in Neuroscience and following a short postdoc period I began teaching Biology to 
undergraduates. Teaching at the college level was the reason I got my Ph.D. and I am thrilled that I’ve 
been able to teach students at the University of Portland for the past 10 years. I love reading, cooking, 
eating good food, and camping. Anything that involves spending time together as a family is also very 
important for me. Thanks for the opportunity to serve the Central community as a Council member! 

GERD HORTEN 

My name is Gerd Horten and our family (including Anette and our kids) joined Central Lutheran 
Church in 2004. We were attracted to Central by its inclusive Christ-centered mission and services, and 
this is still what keeps us here to this day. We have also found a wonderfully compassionate 
community of friends and fellow Christians who care deeply about the well-being of others and express 
this in their daily lives and church-related activities. I’m a professor of history at Concordia University 
and have taught there since 2000. In my spare time, I like to travel, read, swim, take longer walks and 
follow several sports teams (including the Portland Timbers, the Blazer and the UO Ducks). We have 
four children all of whom have temporarily flown the coop. But they still remain at the center of our 
lives. 
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Email from Central 

You can  choose how many emails you receive by opting in to different groups. 
Visit www.centralportland.org/email to subscribe.  

Giving Reminder: 

If you have your Central gifts automatically sent to us by an investment or retirement fund, would you 
inform the office (Sarah at 503-284-2331) of the agency that will be sending your gift. It has always been 
surprising to find a nice gift from a fund with no giver name on it. To make sure we record the gift 
accurately, it would be helpful to know which investment firm is sending YOUR gift. 

Thanks. The Finance Team  

KATIE SASS 

My name is Katie Sass and our little family has been part of central since 2011 when we started looking 
for a place to have our eldest daughter baptized and for a church home. I live with my husband, Brian, 
and our two girls. My upbringing was in Missouri Synod churches in north/northeast Portland which I 
have fond memories of but could not feel comfortable in as an adult. Central appealed to me as a place I 
could fill my spiritual cup and still hold true to my values of social justice and inclusion. My extended 
family has been in Portland for three or more generations. Social activities are my primary hobbies and 
I love to get outside. We frequently drive to the beach or the mountain just for the day. For a little over 
10 years I have worked as an Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant and program 
manager for a local community mental health organization. Prior to that I was therapist in a children's 
psychiatric day treatment program that served children aged 2 to 8 for about 10 years also. 

I'm looking forward to spending time on the council and getting to know everyone better. Thank you 
for inviting me and considering me as a member. 

SEBASTIAN MILLER 

Hello! My name is Sebastian Miller. You may have seen me passing out bulletins, playing percussion, 
or putting out the candles at the end of the service. I even get drum lessons here at Central from Klaus. I 
do a lot for and at the church, and I feel like I can help even more on the Church Council. I want to be 
there to provide a voice for the youth, even if college is looming on the horizon. I would love to add 
Church Council to the ways that I help around Central. 

THE 2019 CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 
Chris Bekemeier, President Peter Johnson, Vice President 

Karen Jolly, Finance Chair Jennifer Gerlach, Secretary 

Leah Gilbert Anette Horten 

Abby Houston Sarah Knipper 

Amy Beadles-Bohling Gerd Horten 

Katie Sass Sebastian Miller 

Pastor Amanda, non-voting member 

Please talk to any of us with your ideas, suggestions, ideas and wonderings about any and all things. 
CLC Council meets the second Tuesday of every month. Visitors welcome! 
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Farewell 

It has been a great privilege to work here at Central Lutheran Church. Two 

and a half years ago I had newly returned to Oregon after 20+ years away 

and it was so nice to find a group of kind, passionate, committed people to 

work for. You welcomed me warmly into your church life and offered me 

grace when I made mistakes. Thank you. 

I will be stepping into another administrative assistant position at the 

business office of a Portland area counselling group. The hours are full time 

and the office is less than 5 miles from my home—I’m reducing my carbon 

footprint! 

Again, thank you so much for welcoming me and working with me. 

Sarah Holcomb 
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Celebrate the Annual Cabaret 

And Auction 
Saturday, February 23, 2019, 5:30-8:30 pm 
Tickets - $20, Children 12 and under free 

Food, Fun, Fundraising! 

 

Child Care Provided 
 

Delicious Dinner: Once again, The Bomber, Milwaukie, OR, will provide our dinner. Vegetari-
an option is available.  
 
Fabulous Entertainment: The CLC staff will keep us thoroughly entertained! 
 
Pot of Gold Raffle: Your winning raffle ticket will net you $200. Tickets will again sell for $5 
per ticket or 5 for $20. If you purchased your raffle ticket in December, it is already in the jar 
for the drawing. Of course, you can increase your chances of winning by adding more tickets 
to the jar! 
 
Dessert Dash: Each table will bid on and choose the home-made dessert they want. Bakers, 

please contact Sarah C if you are able to bring a dessert! 
  
Auction Donations: If you are willing to make a donation for the auction, please fill out an In-
Kind Contribution form available in the Fellowship Room or from the office. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Marta T. Deadline February17. 
 
Auction Items: A list of auction items will be provided before the cabaret. If you are unable to 
attend, look over the list and ask a friend to bid for you.  
 

Cabaret and Raffle Tickets go on sale February 3 after worship. 
 

Come to the Cabaret! 
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DATE February 3 February 10 February 17 February 24 

ASST. MINISTER Jeff Bethke Linda L. Bergman Jeff Bethke Jeff Bethke 

LECTOR 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 
Bill Fox Leo Tautfest Linda L. Bergman 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT (S) 

Charlotte Miller, Chris 
Bekemeier, & Hazel 

Larpenteur 

Per Newell & Janet 
Johnson 

Lynne & Lynn 
Flanders & Marta 

Tautfest 
Chris Brown 

ANOINTERS 
2ND SUNDAY 

 
Marta Tautfest & 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 
  

TELLERS 
Leonard Ellis & 
Lauren Isaac 

Janis Williams & 
David Oyen 

Janet or Peter 
Johnson 

& Carol Hult 

Jeff Bethke & Noah 
Gerlach 

USHER Jon Gerlach Sarah Carolus TBD Sarah Carolus 

GREETER Joan Brousseau 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 
Joan Brousseau TBD 

COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Janis Williams Carol Hult 
Janis Williams & 
Chris Bekemeier 

Carol Hult 

Ministry Assistants 

Transition Soup February 7th 
Bread Delivery 
Polly A & Vivian H 
 

Bread Buttering 
Linda J. B & Chris B 
 

Hamburger—Chris B 

Vegetables—Karin P 
 

Shoppers—Miller Family 
 

Soup Maker—Susan Y & Mary Kay B 
 

Soup Delivery Team 
Cheryl & Leonard E., Sarah C. 
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Current as of January 24. Central Lutheran Church events only. 
For all other events, check the CLC website. February 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 
9 - 10 AM 

Learning Hour 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

4 5 6 7 
5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir  

5:30 - 9 PM 

Transition Soup 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

8 9 

10 
9 - 10 AM 

Learning Hour 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

11:30 - 1 PM 

Council Meeting 

11 12 
5 - 6:30 PM 

Worship Meeting 

6:30 - 8 PM 

Finance Committee 

 

13 14 
4 - 5:30 PM 
Executive Commit-

tee 

5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

15 
9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Interfaith Advoca-

cy 

16 

17 
9 - 10 AM 

Learning Hour 

9:15 - 10 AM 

Sunday School 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

 

18 
Office and 

NEIP Closed 

19 
7 - 9 PM 

Council Mtg 

20 21 
5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

22 23 

24 
9 - 10 AM 

Learning Hour 

9:15 - 10 AM 

Sunday School 

10:15 - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 

25 26 27 28 
5:30 - 7 PM 

Bell Choir 

7 - 8:30 PM 

Chancel Choir 

  


