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2018 Congregational Goals 

 
Central Lutheran 2018 Congregational Goals 

 

1. Create pathways to participation by exploring different models for accomplishing our ministry 
and work while equipping individuals for service and leadership. 

2. Create opportunities to engage youth, young adults, children and their families in our 
community and ministries. 

3. Celebrate the ways that our space is a gift, and can be a place of grace and peace for our broader 
community. 

 

 

 

Congregational Guideposts 

(Mission, Vision, and RIC Statements) 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Transformed by God’s love for the world through Christ, we are sent to 

Build Community – Do Justice – Make Peace 

 
Vision Statement 

With trust in the promises of God, we the people of Central Lutheran Church JOYFULLY 

 
RISK enough to share gifts and love unconditionally 

RESPOND to the joys, fears, and hurts of one another and the world 

REACH OUT without restriction 

 
Reconciling in Christ Welcoming Statement 

In response to the call in Romans 15:7 to “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you for 
the glory of God,” we, the members of Central, join hands with all people, grateful for the unique 
gifts that each of us has to offer. We honor race, age, gender identity and expression, marital 
status, physical and mental ability, sexual orientation, national origin, and economic status. We 
celebrate together both the diversity of God’s family and our unity as God’s people. 
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Report from Bishop Dave Brauer-Rieke 
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Pastoral Report from Rev. Dr. Amanda Zentz-Alo 

 
How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

 who announces salvation, 

 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 

 

This scripture was the verse that grounded my doctoral dissertation this year. In it we hear 
the story of a runner that comes dashing back to a beloved community of people shouting, 
“Euangelion!” “Good news!” In a time of uncertainty, fear, and unclear pathways, this voice 
shouts out to the people of God that they are not alone and the day ends with celebration and joy. 
The runner is the evangelist, and their feet carries hope to their own beloved community.  

This Annual Report comes to our beloved community and calls out, “Good news!” The 
Synod’s survey work points to our groundedness in God and the amazing strengths that make 
Central a vital and sustainable congregation. Our year-end financial report shows us that together 
we can defy scarcity with an abundance of generosity. Our ministry reports from our Social 
Justice Coalition point to where our feet have been busy in our wider community proclaiming the 
gospel of peace. Our Restoration Team’s report highlights the deeply faithful and dedicated work 
of hospitality and stewardship of our facility. Our education reports show us our own deep need 
for further knowledge and engagement in growth. All of these things are deeply Good News. 

 Amidst these things is the incredible work that we have accomplished together since our 
November Congregational Meeting as we have gathered in six house meetings around the city. 
We have engaged in big questions. We have begun to celebrate our strength and give thanks that 
we are ready to look forward, grounded in God and called to pour ourselves out for the sake of 
others. It is so beautiful to watch this beloved community gather with determination, hope, 
agitation, and excitement.  

 In 2019 we will continue this work together. We will join the Oregon Synod in the larger 
work of Phase 2. We will dig into the questions that we are asking of ourselves and one another. 
We will ponder our pathway forward. We will celebrate. We will doubt. We will question. We 
will deliberate. We will find joy. We will bring good news to each other and to our community.  

 I invite and encourage you to make the time to fully read this report. Watch for the Good 
News to be found in each page. If you have not yet done so, engage yourself in the ongoing 
conversation about our future pathways forward. Ask your questions and listen for the faithful 
answers provided. May God provide us with a clear and joyful path ahead that our feet may be 
blessed to carry joy into the world. 

In great and tremendous love, 

Pr. Amanda 
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Key Information About Central Lutheran Learned from Synod Assessment 

The vitality survey focused on three dimensions – Connecting to God, Connecting to the World and 
Connecting with Each Other. 

 
 Central’s greatest strength is its rootedness in God  

 Worship is joyful, nurtures faith and is filled with God’s presence 

 Central is spiritually vital – helps people deepen their relationship with 

God and helps children and adults grow in faith 

 There is a clear sense of mission with a focus of doing God’s work 

 People are excited about the future, ready to try new things and willing to 

change to live into mission 

The vitality survey is scored on a scale from 1-5. Central’s “God Scale Score” was 4.2. Scores at 
or above 4 indicate the congregation feels they are doing well in an area. All areas assessed in the 
“God” scale scored 4 or above.  

 
 Central has a very strong social justice/advocacy identity (4.7 out of 5) and this is 

the primary way Central understands itself connecting to the world.  

 Central sees itself as a positive force in the community, able to partner 

with other congregations to address social concerns 

 The congregation identified that there is room to grow in developing 

mutual relationships with neighbors and in equipping people to live out 

faith in daily life 

Central’s “World Scale Score” was 4.1. Scores at or above 4 indicate the congregation feels they 
are doing well in this area.  

 

 Central has many strengths in relating to each other (people w/in congregation)  

 Supporting members in times of need, welcoming visitors, accepting 

newcomers 

 Central has areas it can focus on to strengthen capacity in this area  

 Building strong healthy relationships, incorporating new comers, 

involving youth in decisions 

Central’s “Each Other Scale Score” was 3.9. Scores at or above 4 indicate the congregation feels 
they are doing well in an area.  

 
 Central’s members have a strong sense of belonging (90%) 

 Central’s members have a strong sense of commitment (95%) 

 Central’s members have grown in their experience of praying beyond worship  

 2013: 3.9 2015: 3.9 2017: 4.2 

 Central scored well on preferred leadership style and effective leadership communication 

 Central is both VITAL and SUSTAINABLE according to the vitality survey. This is true of 

20% of Oregon Synod Congregations. 
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Key Information About Central Lutheran Learned from Synod Assessment 

The following information surfaced in the 1:1 visits by the visitation team 

 Unique about Central 

 Welcoming 

 Unique music and worship 

 Political-social spectrum 

 Pressures felt by Central 

 Capacity of volunteers #1 

 Facilities #2 

 Financial #3 

 Very high score; 85% stated they felt they could talk about pressures and deal with 

any divisive issues  

 Resiliencies & Strengths identified 

 Community services #1 

 Strong relationships #2 

 Money/resources to do what needs to be done #3 

 Experience Good News 

 Central is connected to and provides community for congregants 

 Good news is experienced through community services/helping others 

 Move Beyond Comfort Zone 

 Being RIC 

 Civic action for the sake of self and others 

 Starting new programs 

 Challenges Central is facing 

 Financial #1 

 Volunteer capacity #2 

 Facilities #3 

 What does God want for Central* 

 Deepening spiritual lives #1 

 Advocate for justice and peace/take action in the face of injustice #2 

 Courage to serve others and most in need/marginalized #3 

*Important to note that these responses strongly outweighed options such as longevity, growth in numbers, 
financial stability. 

 What does God want from Central 

 Relationships w community/neighbors -tied for #1 

 Justice -tied for #1 

 Listen to each other – distant #2 
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Finance Committee Report 

 
Each year brings special joys and challenges to Central, and the financial aspect is no different. 
This year we have experienced many financial challenges and found joy in the way the 
congregation chose to handle these situations. 

First, I want to thank the Finance team for their loyalty and hard work: Gary Downing, Bill Fox, 
Vicky Charlston, Lori Yohn, & Hazel Larpenteur. Pr. Amanda is a much-appreciated support for 
both me and the team. Lori has done an incredible job learning the Accounts Payable position and 
deserves a standing ovation. As do Bill and Vicky, who are sharing the Accounts Receivable 
position. This great team is working for you! 

In addition, the Budget Committee met several times this fall and reviewed the proposed budget 
very carefully, looking meticulously at each expense. Many suggestions have come forward that 
will be considered for next year. I want to thank this team: Vicky Charlston, Kent Lane, Lori Yohn, 
Kevin Charlston, and Peter Johnson. 

The challenges this year that you courageously met need to be highlighted, especially considering 
the budget prediction of a $29,000 deficit: 

The Good News: The ending deficit is $3,021.67. Here are some of the facts: 

 We began the year making a $5,000 payment on an expense from 2017—an expense that 
was not included in the budget. 

 The sewer needed repair; while the Foundation contributed the bulk of the repair, an 
additional $3,000 was needed. 

 We learned the boiler was leaking and needed repair. In June, you approved a $40,000 loan 
with monthly payments over $900. We soon learned that the boiler could not be repaired. 
The loan money was returned—less the $10,000 in actual expenses for the partial repair. An 
anonymous $12,000 contribution was greatly appreciated, but the 6 monthly payments and 
interest amounting to about $4,800 was paid and was not included in the budget deficit. 

Yes, this means we had almost $13,000 unbudgeted expenses—over and above the deficit. 

 Thanks to Sarah, we made a “deal” on the copy machine that is very interesting and 
detailed. The result is a savings of over $200 a month in copy expenses. 

 We have shown a decrease in both the cost of heating fuel and electricity, thanks to the past 
improvements we have made. 

 The Foundation has been generous in additional funds this year in the amount of $7,500 to 
assist the congregation and especially the costly repairs needed this year. 

 Our offerings were about $10,000 under budget for the year, BUT we had a great December 
with offerings at 175% of budget for the month (and 94% of the budget for the year). 

 We appreciate all gifts—from the foundation and cabaret, for special projects, etc. Many 
were received this year, supplementing the expenses that were not budgeted as well as 
covering the budgeted expenses. 

 Of interest—at least to me. Our building users contributed $59,600 this year, which more 
than covers the utilities and cleaning expenses for the congregation. 

The planned expenses for renovation (repair of the Porch, downstairs project, etc.) are not included in 
the CLC budget. Hazel has courageously found funding for these items and has “guarded” those 



~ 10 ~ 

 

resources until enough funds are accumulated to complete the project. Central maintains a 
separate banking account for renovation projects—as you can see in the Balance Sheet. 

Now for some personal observations: 

The first six months of the year were as anticipated, financially. But in June, when we approved 
the loan, giving decreased throughout the fall. 

Our fall congregational meeting, led by Bonnie, brought to our attention the health of Central, 
including the financial costs required. Your faithful response was to assist Central generously at 
the end of the year. 

Personally, I am grateful for your support for the congregation. Watching the deficit grow each 
month did really cause some sleepless nights. Your December generosity is an amazing gift to us 
all. God does answer prayer—through you. 

Peace to us all, 

Karen Jolly 

Finance Chair  
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Budget 
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Social Justice Coalition 

 
Due to the intersectionality of social justice work, and the overlap of CLC members in groups 
working towards it, all 12 groups doing social justice work voted in August, 2018 to form a united 
Social Justice Collation: 

 Bread for the World 

 Care for Creation 

 Connected 

 Interfaith Alliance on Poverty 

 Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice 

 Join 

 Just Coffee 

 Reconciling in Christ (LGTBQIA) 

 Lutherans for Justice in the Holy Land 

 NE Emergency Food Program 

 Northwest Pilot Project 

 Transition Soup 

Members of these groups can now communicate through a group email: sjc@centralportland.org 

SJC has been discussing how it works together – announcements, finances, leadership, and 
individual vs. joint decisions. Much of the hands-on work was done around justice issues in 2018 
elections. Members of the SJC jointly participated in Learning Hour planning, giving an extended 
Creationtide, and presentations on Connect, Bread for the World, & Just Coffee. We recently voted 
to welcome a Street Roots vendor to CLC. Reports from individual groups follow: 

 
LJHL 

Donated: 

 $400 from Linda J Bergman/Ellis concert. 

 Olive oil sales of $4,600 to LWF Jerusalem Vocational Training Center. 

Sponsored / Publicized / Arranged: 

 Palestine Film Festival: October 5-7 

 Creationtide speaker Dr Martin Donohoe: Environmental Consequences of War. 

 Phyllis B: Witness trip to Palestine. 

 Showings of Imprisoning a Generation by YAGM film maker Zelda Edmunds. 
Participated: with St Michael’s & Grace churches in a 6-week study: Why Palestine 
Matters. 

 Occupation Free Portland (OFP). 

 Testimony before Portland City Council re divestment from companies profiting from 
human rights abuses. 

 Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) protest of Ehud Barak’s Portland visit. 

 Local network making weekly calls to OR Senators regarding P/I.  

 ELCA Peace Not Walls network – daily online conversations and annual advocacy days 
in Washington, DC. 
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 Local advocacy sponsored by JVP. OFP, Sabeel, AUPHR. 

 Maintained CLC social justice bulletin board. 

 

IMirJ 

Participated / Supported: 

 Bi-monthly Macadam ICE Detention Center Vigils, & monthly IMirJ action meetings. 

 April All-Oregon ecumenical service & protest at The Dalles” Norcor. 

 Summer of Action: local/ CLC clergy’s Pray-In blocking gate where ICE takes 
deportees to Tacoma.  

 Let My People Go march from Sheridan Prison to Norcor Prison. 

Donated: 

 $200. Space for IMirJ meetings, and Conferences 

Prayed: 

 Altar candle & worship: God’s command to care for aliens 

Signed / Sent: 

 Letters supporting: immigrants; to congress, and against the racial profiling Measure 
105. 

Joined: 

 Westminster & Freemont Methodist as IMirJ sister churches 

 Accompaniment & Legal Observing: at Courthouses 

Education: 

 Adult Ed: the original (1981) Sanctuary Family 

 Joint presentation on 2018 ballot measures 

 
Care for Creation (C4C) 

Members: Fraser Rasmussen, Carol Hult, Bethany Thomas, Jennifer Gerlach, Chris 
Bekemeier, and Pr. Amanda 

Our primary focus was collaborating with EcoFaith Recovery and 350PDX (and a 
multitude of other partner organizations) to pass Portland Clean Energy Initiative (initially, 
Portland Clean Energy Fund). First we gathered signatures to get PCEI on the City’s ballot. 
Then, we worked on “get out the vote” activities to pass it. CLC members helped with data 
entry, phone banking, canvassing, and distributing lawn signs. On Nov. 6, the measure 
passed! 

We were excited to join energies with the newly formed Social Justice Coalition to host an 
expanded fall Creationtide series. We expanded not only the number of Sundays (from 4 to 
6), but also its scope, highlighting the ways many social justice issues are interconnected. 

Sept 16: Bethany Thomas: Networks in Nature and Community 
Sept 23: Sarah Carolus, Chris Bekemeier & Angie Aldrich: November Ballot Measures 
Sept 30: Dan Brunner: How Do We Know We’re Right?  
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Oct 7: Living Cully/Verde: A Neighborhood Model for Sustainability and Justice  
Oct 14: Martin Donohoe, MD: Environmental Consequences of Militarism & War  
Oct 21: Bread for the World (BFW): The Importance of Constituent Letters in Reducing 
World Hunger  

The first Sunday we hosted the Fellowship Hour’s “Plant-based Food Tasting, Recipe 
Sharing, & Learning.” On St. Francis Day, we blessed the animals. Several Sundays, during 
Fellowship Hour, Abby led the community (including lots of kids!) in creating a new art 
project. Most importantly, worship and music throughout Creationtide connected in rich 
and powerful ways with Creation Justice. 

 
Transition Soup 

Under Polly’s guidance, volunteers continue their decades-long ministry to buy soup 
ingredients, chop, cook, deliver, and serve meals every first Thursday at two Transition 
Project Shelters. An easier way is being set up for purchases reimbursement, including new 
parking fees. We thank the following folks who have moved on for their faithful years of 
service: Lynnete H, Tiffany, Lisa K, & Esther N. We welcome new volunteers: the Nixons, 
the Millers, & Ginny F. 

 
Interfaith Alliance on Poverty 

IAoP, a network of 14 interfaith communities, of which CLC was a founding member in 
2016, has worked to learn and then respond to systemic poverty in Portland’s Metro area. 
CLC members work on Alliance action teams, particularly in the lack of affordable 
housing. 

Our 2018 emphasis: Agape Village, the tiny-house cluster offering transitional housing for 
people living on the street. This summer, 18 Central members prepared/donated lunch for 
volunteer builders, gave money for building supplies, and helped with the build at the 
Portland Central Nazarene Church. Agape Village was a beneficiary of the fall concert 
fundraiser by Martin Ellis and Linda J. Bergman.  

CLC is gathering bedding for residents moving into Agape. More areas of CLC support 
and CLC relationship building with residents are anticipated.  

Learning Hours, from IAoP contacts, included advocacy for housing measures on the 2018 
ballot, and Living Cully – the Cully Community Energy Plan. 

With IAoP urging, CLC members participated in a successful postcard campaign for City 
zoning changes to protect manufactured home parks from being bought out for other 
development.  

IAoP has an active website and monthly newsletter: www.allianceonpoverty.org. 

 
Connected 

Several CLC members participate in this weekly citizen-led crime prevention program, for 
which data, over its first 5 years of work, show efficacy. At October’s Adult Ed, Pastor 
Hennessee inspiringly presented how members of his NE Portland church founded 
Connected as a unique model for US cities: marginalized people respond to their 
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community caring for them by being more responsible citizens. On-the-ground training is 
given to anyone coming, ~ 5 pm, to Holladay Park @ 11th & NE Holladay Street. 

 
Join 

CLC members continue to fill bins with clothing, socks, shoes, warm weather items, & 
hygiene supplies to support the efforts of women, men, & families, in Join programs, 
transition out of homelessness into permanent housing. CLC members continue to empty 
the bins & take to Join’s office. Because of so many donations, bins were moved out of the 
narthex, to the alcove near the elevator. 

 
Reconciling in Christ (LGBTQIA Welcome) 

CLC once again served at the Portland Pride Festival by hosting a congregational booth of 
welcome and outreach. The colorful buttons that proclaim “You are beautifully and 
wonderfully made!” can often be seen throughout the festival grounds through the entire 
weekend. The message rings strong and clear and offers direct connection and hope to 
dozens of visitors at our booth. This year our buttons even inspired the title of a local queer 
author’s first published book that offers hope to young LGBTQIA folks looking to find a 
place for them within Christianity.  

 

Social Justice Committee 

Our mission as a social justice centered congregation continued into 2018. As the SJ 
Committee has now merged with the Social Justice Coalition, we extend a well-deserved 
thank you to those who served on the committee: Gerd Horten, Faye Bennett, Polly 
Alexander, Sarah Carolus, and Fraser Rasmussen. Pr. Amanda Zentz-Alo provided 
pastoral leadership. 

The Committee’s direct service and advocacy ministries included: 

NE Emergency Food Program 

Nearly 40 CLC members are signed for NEFP’s fifth Saturday . Approximately 10 
volunteers covering two shifts per workday. CLC members are essential in helping NEFP 
keep the shelves stocked with food and personal care items. Please continue to bring your 
contributions to church regularly. The most needed items are foods high in protein, peanut 
butter, tuna, canned foods containing meat, canned vegetables, beans and rice etc. Personal 
care items, toilet paper, tooth brushes, floss, feminine hygiene products, deodorant, soaps 
etc. are also needed. Work day afternoons are devoted to assisting families with their 
shopping. 

Bread for the World 

We continue to support BFW through our quarterly benevolence donations as well as our 
annual offering of letters to our Congressional representatives. In 2018 we continued to 
focus on urging Congress to invest in and protect vital policy and safety-net programs – 
including WIC, Global nutrition, SNAP, and refundable tax credits. We cannot balance our 
national budget on the backs of the poor. Bread for the World has been very successful in 
getting elected officials to support these programs. However, in 2018 nearly 20% of our 
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nation’s children still live with food insecurity. Action! Write letters to your elected leaders 
inCongress to support these programs more generously. 

This year, as part of Creationtide Robin Stephenson, Senior Media Manager for BFW 
provided a valuable update of BFW’s legislative activities. She also lead a letter writing 
action followed by a worship Temple-Talk on the effectiveness of BFW in engaging 
members of Congress in supporting targeted legislation to reduce hunger both 
domestically and internationally. 

Jubilee USA/Jubilee Oregon 

As a Jubilee Congregation, we continue to support the work of the Jubilee USA network 
and our own Jubilee Oregon affiliate. Jubilee USA is part of an international faith-based 
movement that has effectively advocated for debt relief for the world’s poorest countries 
over the past two decades. Jubilee Oregon continues to support our Jubilee partners in 
Zambia. Jubilee Zambia’s success in debt cancelation and reallocation of money saved to 
programs that strengthening health, education and welfare has been exemplary. 

NW Pilot Project 

Since 1969, NW Pilot Project has provided services to low income seniors (55 & over) living 
in the Metro area such as: locating affordable housing; providing financial and job 
counseling services; medical appointment transportation; and other essential support 
services. Central has been an active participant in supporting these services as well as 
recruiting pledges and participating in the annual NWP Walkathon. Our own Ruth Schuld, 
now 97, continues to win honors as NWP’s biggest individual fundraiser. The Walkathon 
raised over $161,000 in 2018, providing essential housing and support services to very low-
income seniors. 

Save the date: Sunday May 5, 2019 to participate in this year’s Walkathon. Let’s join Ruth in 
having a large Central presence this year! 

NW Pilot Project Executive Director, Laura Golino de Lovato will lead our Learning Hour 
presentation on April 7, 2019. 

 

 

CLC Personnel Committee 

 
We conducted annual performance reviews for all staff, with a modified review for Martin Ellis 
who began his employment with is in the last quarter of 2017. 

We added an additional childcare attendant, Pixie Freeman in April. This provides us with the 
backup we need to insure the best care possible of our children. 

We continue to review wage and hour issues as they change as well as personnel policies to make 
sure they reflect our values.  

Your committee members: Lauren Isaac, Janet Johnson, Peter Johnson, Janis Williams, & Pr. 
Amanda 

Worship Committee 
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This year the Worship Committee continued to build upon the work that we began during the 
Interim period of 2017.  

We welcomed Martin as our new Director of Music Ministries. The choir worked hard on tone, 
diction, and voicing of new music. We changed singing locations, tried out new configurations, 
and took on daring selections culminating in pieces from Handel’s Messiah on Christmas Eve.  

Our bell choir continues its determined work. Our dedicated players find ways to join in the 
music and offer enhancement, support, and joy to the worship services. 

In 2017 we began to utilize more alternative sources for the language of our worship services and, 
throughout 2018, we have continued to work with these options. We are striving to strike a 
balance between contemporary language that gets us thinking about what we’re saying and 
historic language that keeps us rooted in the heritage of the generations before us. This provides a 
unique worship style and blend that has been well received by members throughout this year.  

We have also continued to look to find ways to keep our membership interactive and engaged 
within our services. We are actively conspiring with Joellen to find ways to incorporate the voices 
of our children, even while we continue the practice of calling out and echoing our joys during the 
Prayers of the People. Each of these changes is reviewed and pondered by the Worship 
Committee on a monthly basis. 

We look forward to continued collaboration and growth in 2019. We would love to have 
additional Worship Assistants and other volunteers and encourage anyone interested to speak 
with us for training. We hope that the “work of the people” may continue to grow in participation 
and joy in this next year. 

 

Gary Downing, Chair Ginny Feldman Linda J. Bergman Martin Ellis, DMM 

Linda L. Bergman Peter Johnson  Carol Hult  Pastor Amanda (advisor) 
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Children & Youth Ministries 

 
Sunday School & StoryTime 

This year has been a wonderful season of growth in the Sunday School program. Not only 
because the children are growing up (which is an amazing gift to witness), but because the 
program itself has expanded and evolved in response.  

In Fall 2017, at Pastor Amanda’s suggestion, a Storytime class was added to the Sunday School 
program. This class is aimed at the reading-aged children in our congregation (ages 5 to 10ish), 
and follows the lectionary, allowing children to connect with the same material their parents are 
experiencing in the sanctuary in a developmentally-appropriate way. Over the course of 2018, this 
class has developed and settled into a wonderful routine.  

After leaving the Children’s Moment at Worship, we gather in the library and in our circle and 
reveal the day’s “Storytime Theme”. This theme is drawn from the story or lesson we are about to 
hear. Then, I tell the story, illustrating it on the whiteboard as I go. My aim is to make the 
storytelling as engaging and participatory as possible. Sometimes (when a story lends itself to 
performance), I will create a very short skit version, and ask students to try out being different 
characters. At the end, we discuss how it felt to be each character, what they might have been 
thinking and what this story makes us wonder or think about. At the end of each lesson, we 
review the story with a little interactive quiz, where answering a question allows the student to 
choose an element to add to a silly face drawing that we create as a class. The Storytime class has 
been a wonderful opportunity to allow the older students to begin to express their faith and their 
ideas through discussion, questioning and play. In 2019, we will be adding a daily prayer-writing 
to the end of Storytime class, allowing students to create a Prayer of the People to share when we 
return to the sanctuary.  

Meanwhile, the 9:15 Music and Movement Sunday School class continues! This class utilizes 
creative drama games, arts and crafts, music and imaginative play to help us explore ideas of 
community, cooperation and care for the earth and our neighbors. One of my favorite things 
about this class is the ownership the students feel over our classroom traditions and culture after 3 
and a half years together. Each day, we begin with a question of the day to get everyone’s voice 
into the room, followed by a warm up for our bodies, our voices and our imaginations. After that, 
we dive into the lesson, which varies from day to day--some of the things we’ve worked on are 
creating original plays and skits based on Bible stories, learning songs, making gifts and cards to 
show care for those in our community and more. Each class ends with a closing circle, where we 
share something we are looking forward to in the coming week.  

The students have accomplished so many wonderful things this year. I am especially proud of 
their two play performances (The Baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch back in April and the 
Christmas Play we are working on now), their letters to Senator Jeff Merkeley and the Church 
Council, the thoughtful classroom agreements they created for our Sunday School room and the 
leadership the older students are showing in welcoming and guiding the younger ones. You’ve no 
doubt felt it on Sundays when you see them up at the front, but this is a very special and joyful 
group of young people; they are smart, they are kind, they are engaged, and they are already 
bringing tremendous light to this world. It’s an honor to support them as they grow.  
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And big things are on the horizon! In 2019, we’ll be adding an additional Sunday School 
classroom to serve the needs of the reading-age youth during the 9:15 hour. Stay tuned for more 
details at the end of January!  

Easter Vigil & Egg Hunt 

Our most attended Triduum service during Holy Week, the Easter Vigil and Egg Hunt had 
another incredibly successful year. With over 80 people in attendance with many visiting children, 
this annual join service with Metropolitan Community Church is a delight. Pr. Amanda and Pr. 
Nathan shared Bible stories and the children remained engaged and active through the afternoon. 
The prize table was incredibly well managed by Marta Tautfest and Vicky Charlston. Eggs were 
hidden at the Peace House with glee. It was a delightful and wonderful event we will continue in 
2019. 

Manga Bible Classes 

In the Spring of 2018 our cohort of 5 students continued to meet before worship on Sunday 
mornings to discuss “Manga Metamorphosis.” These books are graphic novels of the gospel story 
and the book of Acts. These students range in age from 11th grade to 5th grade. We found great 
solidarity with one another and a good rhythm to our meetings. We were able to gather for a 
service project and fellowship together. This Fall the group has had a more challenging time 
coming back together. Our hope is that we will be successful in gathering their energies as 2019 
begins. 

 

 

Learning Hour 

 
Creationtide this year was presented and enhanced by the newly formed Social Justice Coalition. 
This helped energize the program and broaden it to present issues of a broad array of justice in 
our world and community closer to home. This included presentations about environmental 
issues as well and partners in our community like Just Coffee and Connected.  

Bible Study: This year, we were lucky again to have Leo Tautfest lead us in study, as well as 
Jessica Davison. Our book study: Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes offered a new lens as well.  

Reformation: To celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, we invited Phil 
Brandt, from Concordia University to remind us of the Reformation beyond Luther.  

Other unforgettable presentations: Rabbi Deborah Kolodney, Kelsey Guckenberger, from the 
L’Arche Community, Phyllis Bekemeier who told us about her visit to the Holy Land. And that 
was just a taste.  
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Restoration Committee 

 
Purpose: The Restoration Committee was created in 2015 to deal with the immediate and long 
range, large maintenance and repair projects for the building. These projects generally are beyond 
the scope of the annual budget, and often require special financial planning and professional 
services to complete. This committee faithfully reviews each room and the outside grounds on a 
regular basis to determine the best course of action for maintenance, repair, and restoration.  

Their work includes defining the parameters of work, soliciting and reviewing outside bids, as 
well as project management. The members of this team have poured countless hours into their 
work in the last several years. In 2018, alone, they have completed the following projects. (Note 
that this is work completed in almost every room!) 

 

Upstairs Level 

Room 201: Light fixtures replaced, LED bulbs installed, new electrical outlet, occupancy light 
switch installed, exterior window will dry rot repaired 

Agape Room: Donated overstuffed & misc furniture to Community Warehouse 

Balcony: Damaged pews moved to basement; upholstered pews moved from main floor to 
replace back rows in the balcony. 

 

Main Level 

Kitchen: Icemaker replaced in freezer; new racks/dishwashing accessories; dishwasher soap 
changed – less toxic; coffee service replaced; water line to freezer repaired. 

Conference Room: Monitor & cart donated to Free Geek; Shelving moved to storage closet off of 
Assembly Room; new erase board installed; storm window repaired. 

Men’s Restroom: Wall painted; wall above tile floor baseboard repaired. 

Narthex: Cloak closet painted/new matching hangers; light fixtures replaced; new side table for 
worship materials; new pedestal directional signs (2). 

Chancel: Reredos cleaned and re-stained; banner rods and finials replaced; Altar and lectern 
cleaned, repaired, and refinished; new bulbs in track and recessed lighting fixtures; stains 
removed from carpeting; carpets cleaned; new collection plate shelf built and installed. 

Assembly Room: Door grate and fan installed in tech closet; LED’s installed in ceiling fixtures; 
new furniture in conversational area. 

350PDX – North Hall Rooms: 2 new outlets installed; carpets cleaned; radiator repaired; blinds 
repaired. 

 

Lower Level 

Stair Landing: Lattice artwork created and hung in stairwell to basement. 

Furnace: Furnace door repainted; burner on Boiler replaced; Boiler cleaned and repaired. 
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NEIP/Basement (work ongoing): LED’s installed in ceiling fixtures; Emergency Exit lighting 
repaired; sold 76 folding chairs @ $5 each; Donated 8’ rectangular folding tables (15) to 
Rebuild Center; flooring chosen and contract signed for installation; cleaning, painting, and 
additional repair begun. 
Lower Kitchen: Flooring abated; dishwasher removed and recycled; kitchen cupboards 
cleaned. 

 

Exterior 

21st Ave Entrance Canopy: Posts replaced with new hold downs; porch lights refurbished; dawn 
to dusk timer switch installed; canopy painted; new bench; new rainwater system to flower 
beds. 

Parking Lot: Sewer line replaced from lot to street; sewer lines scoped and videotaped; new tire 
bumpers installed; new handicapped parking signage; shrubs on east and south beds 
replaced; grass reseeded; hazardous materials removed from shed. 

East Exterior Siding: New exterior outlet installed; LED’s installed in wall fixtures; wall fixture 
repaired. 

West & South Exterior Side: SW Lawn rain drain clean out replaced; rain drains in front lawn 
scoped, videotaped, and power jet cleaned; clogged Tower downspout jet cleaned; 3 trees 
planted by city in parking strip; grass reseeded @ SW Lawn clean out; new timer for 
exterior flood light installed. 

 

Lawn Crew: 

Peter Johnson, Jason Larpenteur, John Moilien, David Nixon, & Anonymous 

Committee Members:  

Paul Jolly, Sheryl Lane, Kent Lane, Karin Poida, David Oyen, Bob Rice, Leo Tautfest, David 
Nixon, Pr. Amanda Zentz-Alo, and Hazel Larpenteur – Chair & Grant Writer 

 

 

Central Portland – Building Use 

 
Our building continues to be a resource for the broader community. We provide space to diverse 
groups such Rain of Glass (avid collectors of cut glass ornaments), Sniffketeers: Canine Scent 
Training, the Oregon Midwifery Council, and many, many musical groups.  

We have 41 groups who regularly use our space, twelve of them new users. As of the end of 
November, income from this ministry: $46,232.39 

 It takes more than a little effort to manage so many groups with such differing needs. Thanks to 
Klaus Ferguson and Sarah Holcomb for making it all possible. 
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Two Evenings in the Sanctuary at Central Lutheran 

One: Twietmeyer’s First Flashlight Messiah. 

Two: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service & Perspective 

Submitted by Peter Charlston 

A workman in the high end of a truck’s mobile extension bucket, carefully positioned between a 

couple of tall firs, power lines, and the night sky, caught my attention on a windy December 

evening before I drove slowly across the intersection of NE 24 and Knott. I soon realized that in 

the neighborhood south of Knott Street, all the homes and yards were dark; no porch lights 

glowing or colorful holiday lights glistening. When I arrived at my nearby destination, I 

discovered that Central Lutheran Church was also unusually dark.  

For 25 years, Central has been the home of the annual Sing Along Messiah, thanks to its generous 

producer, Skip Twietmeyer, who traditionally welcomes hundreds of enthusiastic participants 

who converge upon the church on the last Friday of Advent to sing inspiring choruses from 

Handel’s greatest oratorio. As I entered the church on this ominous evening, Skip was standing in 

the only glimmer of light in a very dark sanctuary, spotlighted by a local television crew, and was 

letting viewers know what he had just learned, that the church would be powerless and in the 

dark for at least another hour. As in years past, the sanctuary was already packed with eager 

Handelians, anxious and somewhat mystified but ready to spring into vocal action. Skip and the 

guest director, Wes Walterman, and the SATB chorus, armed with Messiah scores and small 

flashlights or short-range illumination from cell phones and iPads, had an immediate crucial 

decision to make: to plunge into the darkness of a united harmonic adventure or to call it off. The 

consensus was unanimous. After a short vocal warm-up, the darkened sanctuary resounded with 

Handel’s majestic opening chorus, “The Glory of the Lord.” 

Walterman led the singers from his battery-lit position in the chancel through some of the most 

well-known Messiah choruses. It was a spirited exercise, but this traditional choral event was 

different in more ways than one. There seemed to be a sense of urgency and camaraderie, a basic 

need for the singers to come together, to support each other in an increasingly perilous and 

unpredictable world. It turned out to be a spiritually invigorating and collectively enlightening 

experience, a surprising evening that will long be remembered by those who participated in 

“Twietmeyer’s First Flashlight Messiah.” 

In this same sanctuary on Christmas Eve, families and friends of Central Lutheran gathered 

together for an 11 o’clock Candlelight Service. Our church choir, led by Martin Ellis, sang “O Holy 

Night” and “For Unto Us a Child Is Born,” one of the most exhilarating choruses from Handel’s 

Messiah. We heard the Christmas Gospel from Pastor Amanda, we sang familiar carols, and 

toward the end of the service, all of us in the congregation sang “Silent Night” in unsurprising 

darkness (no power outage this time) while we passed the flame, from each individual’s candle to 

the next, progressively spreading the light throughout the entire sanctuary, forming a beautiful 

tableau in its completion.  
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Fortunately, the twelve days of Christmas before Epiphany give us an opportunity to develop 

some perspective about what we have experienced. This year, there was that greater sense of 

urgency in coming together, in both the Sing Along Messiah and the Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service. For many, it was an opportunity to give vocal expression to reinforce a strong Christian 

faith. For others, it was a basic need to strengthen and celebrate the human spirit; to collectively 

support each other in a polarized and confrontational world in which so many yearn for integrity, 

justice, and compassion. 

Many of us often wonder how we can be optimistic for children and grandchildren in our own 

country in which human rights and human values are so frequently ignored or trashed. At this 

crucial moment in our history, it might be encouraging to remember an ancient Greek myth which 

reveals such an important truth about the human condition: When all the evils of the world 

escaped from Pandora’s Box, one quality remained: Hope! The spirit of hope for humanity and 

manifest love that was later dramatized in the gospel narrative and carols that we now sing on 

Christmas Eve. At the end of our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, we were reluctant to blow 

out the candles, the candles of light that united us in harmony and love, generated by new life in a 

humble manger, fulfilling Isaiah’s Old Testament prophecy, and divinely inspiring Handel who 

composed Messiah in 24 miraculous non-stop days, who timelessly inspired so many of us who 

raise our voices to celebrate the arrival of the child who becomes the Redeeming Savior and 

Prince of Peace, the Light of the World.  

[Is it possible to activate our candles in the darkness of our polarized world and transform lives 

with this enlightening power of hope, love and peace? How might it be possible? These are 

challenging questions that continue to confront us in a great time of need.] 
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CLC Foundation Reports 

 

Foundation Grant Awards 2018 

 
The total fund balance on 12/31/2018 was $603,026.33. The fund balance is made up of a corpus 
balance of $525,648.33 and a net fund balance of $77,378.00. 
 
Grant awards in 2018 from the Foundation to CLC were as follows: 
10% Tithe to Congregation - $2,488.86 
CLC Phase 3 - $3,000.00 
Sewer/Drain Repair - $12,200.00 
Financial Review - $1,500.00 
Additional gift to CLC - $2,000.00 
CLC Learning Hour - $1,000.00 
Sewer Repair (Summer work) - $2,976.58 
 
Total support given to CLC for 2018: $25,165.44 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Bethke  
CLC Foundation Chair 
 
 

CLC Foundation Grant Awards History 2011-2017 

 

2011  2012 

Student care packages 300  Student care packages 300 

Re-leather organs 7983  Stage platforms 3450 

Outsource payroll 1525  Outsource payroll 810 

Banner 1000  Gay pride booth 705 

Quilters 360  Camera & laptop 1000 

Transition Soup 1290  Join liaison 300 

Join liaison  300  Quilters 300 

Good neighbor care 
packages 

227 
 

Kitchen roof 7864 
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2013  2014 

Musical Sunday School 1500  Mortgage payoff 3822 

Outsource payroll 810  Quilters 700 

Pride NW 500  Coffee pots 388 

Transition Soup 1485  Tower roof 11607 

Quilters 500   

Kitchen stove 1150  2015 

Roof repair 300  Live streaming worship 1115 

Mortgage buy-down 4434  Tower roof 9986 

   Guest musicians 300 

   Paraments & candles 1500 

   Doctoral program 1500 

   Oil to gas conversion 5200 

 

 2016  

Nursery Attendants 4500  Pew Racks 891 

Parish Wing Roof Repair 1000  Live Streaming 1700 

Getting the Word Out 1000  Piano Dollies 150 

Chancel Roof Repair 3250 
 ELCA Candidacy 

Support 
850 

Guest Musicians 400  Window Repair 1365 

Community Coordinator 5000  Tithe to CLC 2200 

 

 2017  

Sanctuary Lighting 9768  Central Portland Phase 2 4000 

Emergency Lighting System 7850  Handbell Refurbishment 567 

   Tithe to CLC 2465 
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Statistical Reports 

Parish Statistics 

 
Baptized members -- December 31, 2017… …………..…232 

 

New members received + 3 

Baptisms  3 

Deaths - 1 

Transferred or moved - 1 

Other reasons & statistical adjustment - 33* 

 

Total baptized membership – December 31, 2018……201 

 

2018 Parish Activity 

 

Confirmations 0 

Marriages 4 

Funerals 6 

Worship – average weekly attendance 64.2 

 

*Per Central’s Consititution, to remain a voting member a household must receive communion 
and give a gift of record once every two years. A review of membership was completed in 2018 in 
order to comply with our policies.  


