
 

   

The Messenger 
A Newsletter of Central Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call 
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.” Jeremiah 29:11-12  

February was an unexpected month of transition here at Central! We 
finally saw the culmination of 4 years of hard work as the basement 
renovation was completed! From the fundraising of the Mega-Sale and 
Cabaret teams and our generous anonymous donor came the funding 
over these years to see this incredible dream come true. The huge 
room has been updated, refurbished, and refloored! We re-opened the 
park and nursery in the middle of the month to much appreciation 
and joy. Thank you to everyone that made this updated space 
possible.  

We also bid farewell to Sarah in our office and have now welcomed 
our new Interim Office Administrator, Cin. We are excited to welcome 
Cin onto the team!  

In the meantime, our visioning process and listening continues. Please 
do take some time to read through the update on pages 5 and 6 of this 
newsletter. Remember, you can find current and historic information 
about this process at www.centralportland.org/meetings any time of 
day or night! 

Through all of this transition I keep watching as God’s presence shines 
through the cacophony of projects, events, and joys within this 
community. As we seek hard to listen to the joyful future God has in 
store for us we keep our hands busy being God’s presence in our 
world. Lent begins this next week and we will gather on Wednesday 
evenings as we keep listening for God’s hopeful future. Please join us 
for soup at 5:30, education at 6:15, and/or Holden Evening Prayer at 7 
PM. 

Carry on in joy, 
Pr. Amanda 

Join Us Sunday 

9 AM Learning Hour 

9:15 Sunday School 

10:15 AM Worship  

11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, Mar 3 
LH: Tiana Tozer  

 

Sunday, Mar 10 
LH: Chris Aiosa from  
Do Good Multnomah  

 

Sunday, Mar 17 
No Forum 

 

Sunday, Mar 24 
LH: Bible Study with  

Pr. Leo  
 

Sunday, Mar 31 
LH: Bible Study with  

Pr. Leo  

 
 

Our Mission: 
Transformed by God’s 

love for the world 
through Christ, we are 

sent to:  
 

Build Community 
Do Justice 

Make Peace 

March 2019 
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Learning Hour: Sundays 9 AM 

MARCH 3 – Tiana Tozer – Report from her work in the world’s scariest places.  

MARCH 10 – Chris Aiosa from Do Good Multnomah  

At the March 10th Learning Hour – come hear what is being done to create stability for 

vulnerable, houseless veterans in Portland. Learn about Do Good Multnomah, a non -

profit that is changing the way houseless Veterans in Portland are being served. Hear 

Director Chris Aiosa talk about their model for providing shelter, creating relationships 

and connecting service providers with our Veterans. Learn how they have partnered 

with two faith communities to house a year round shelter and a winter shelter. And did 

you know Do Good Multnomah is planning to build transitional housing on part of St. 

Mark’s Lutheran Church parking lot on SE Powell? Come find out more!  

MARCH 17—NO FORUM 

MARCH 23 & 31—As these Sundays fall in the  season of LENT, Leo Tautfest will lead us 

in a study of some selected events from the last week of Jesus’s life as told by the Gospel 

of Mark. Mark is considered the first of the Gospels and, like each of the others,   the 

author gives a sizeable portion of the entire book to the events of that tumultuous week.   

For those who might like to get a running start to this study, you might read chapters 11 

through 15 a few times. Please join us at 9:00 AM each Sunday.  

Sunday School 
SUNDAY MORNINGS WITH MISS JOELLEN  

We continue our classes at 9:15 AM Every Sunday in March! Join us for music, 

movement, and fun each week upstairs.  

Northeast Indoor Park Open House! 
Carpeting is installed and new play equipment is arriving! We are  open! New pricing is 

$5 each child or $40 for a punch card with 10 visits.  

JOIN US FOR THE OPEN HOUSE MARCH 30, 2-4PM! 

We will be celebrating the hard work and beautiful success of the new park in an Open 

House format on the 30th. Bring friends to introduce them to the park, ask questions 

about new policies and procedures, and say thanks to the folks who made it all happen!  
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Calling All Women of Central Lutheran 
Feeling exhausted, overwhelmed, and saddened by the current state of affairs in our local community, 

the nation and the world?  Longing for a little time to rest and re-energize? If so, then please join us on 

March 16 and 17 for the annual CLC Women's Retreat at Menucha Retreat Center in Corbett, OR.  

Rabbi Kolodny will facilitate the program of, "Growing the Love, Releasing the Rest."  It will be a 

weekend of rest, fellowship, and growth.  We hope to see you there!  The cost will be waived for new 

attendees too!  

Saturday Only: $95  

Saturday & Sunday: $115 

Warmly, The CLC Women’s Retreat Committee 

NE Emergency Food Bank 
DONATION-OF-THE-MONTH: Cereal and Granola Bars!  

In an effort to step up our contributions to the NE Emergency Food Bank and to 
encourage awareness of all the different kinds of items that are needed and 
accepted, we post a monthly focus on one or two categories of items. We will of 

course, still take any donation accepted by the food bank. 

Lent, 2019 
MARCH 6 AT 7 PM  

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

 
MARCH 13, 20, 27; APRIL 3, 10  

5:30—6:15 PM Soup Supper  

6:15—7 PM Education 

7 PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 

Holy Week, 2019 

APRIL 18, 7 PM Maundy Thursday 

APRIL 19, 7 PM Good Friday 

APRIL 20, 3 PM Easter Egg Hunt & Storytime 

APRIL 21, 10:15 AM Easter Sunday 

Wednesday Night Lent Education 
6:15—7 PM, MARCH 13, 20, 27, APRIL 3 &10 

This Lent we will continue our Vision work by looking at contemporary authors writing about the 
changing church environment. We will ground ourselves in our holy story and look at how and why 
many scholars believe this to be a pivotal moment in church history. Each week we will gather to 
discuss our readings before we enter in Holden Evening Prayer. The readings will be available for pick 
up at the church beginning Sunday, March 3. Please contact Bonnie Beadles-Bohling or Pr. Amanda for 
help receiving the readings if you cannot come by the church to pick them up. We look forward to a 
rich and powerful Lenten Education series. 
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Visioning the Way Forward 
 

What are we up to in the conversations we’ve been having?   
How are we acting on the information we heard at the congregational meeting regarding our vitality, sustaina-
bility and the ways in which our financial planning may need to shift? 
 
We are applying the organizing model to identify the pressures our congregation is facing and discern 
how God is calling us to act.  This is the model we use: 

 

Completing the vitality survey and participating in inter-congregational visitation, as well as 
surfacing our membership and giving data, was all a form of listening.  What did we hear? We heard 
that we are centered in God, connected to each other, and focused on giving ourselves away for the 
sake of the world. We also heard that we are well diversified in the age of our membership and some-
what diversified in age of those who give through the general offering.  However, we identified a 
pressure in that 37% of our giving comes from people aged 70-80 and the financial resources of com-
ing generations will not be the same.   

In response to hearing this pressure, we moved to discernment.  This discernment took place at 
the Council Level through discussion of what was heard and options for action.  The action chosen 
was to have the information shared at the congregational level through a congregational meeting.      

Our next step was holding house meetings, both as a means of evaluating and an entry into the 
next round of listening. We evaluated how people received the information – were people interested?  
Did this register as a pressure that people are concerned about?  Is this where people believe the con-
gregational energy should be invested?  This is what would evaluate if sharing the information at the 
congregational level had been the appropriate action.  If no one showed up or if people indicated they 
were neither interested nor concerned with this information, we would know that there would not be 
capacity to act on this pressure.     

In the house meetings, we listened broadly, across as many people as possible.  We surfaced 
responses to hearing our congregational information and people’s wonderings about next steps.  
Those wonderings are part of the discernment.  It is discernment that will lead us to action.  Part of dis-
cernment is continually asking, “what don’t we know that we need to know?”  It is this question that 
leads us to even more listening but listening not as a retreat back to the beginning of the cycle but as an 
action itself.  We listen to different people with new questions in order to surface even more infor-
mation.   
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The organizing cycle is often described as an organizing spiral, tunneling down in a process of 
identifying pressures, discerning actions, and evaluating so that we can act together.  It is not a linear 
process with an end outcome determined ahead of time.  This is one reason this model is so particu-
larly helpful for churches – it prevents us from being the authors (in our own minds) of our own des-
tiny and allows time and room for the work of the Holy Spirit.   

So, where are we now?  We are acting, even if we aren’t all experiencing it.  We are not yet at a 
place of a large corporate decision that calls for bringing everyone together for large scale conversa-
tion.  More listening and discernment are needed to arrive at action and, in our congregation, action 
comes from communal decision.  So, new programs, changes in structure, large financial decisions, 
undertaking a capital campaign…we do not know enough of what we need to know to be at that level 
of decision.  That is precisely why we have begun this conversation now, not waited until a time of 
crisis and panic.  We have time to do the work with care and integrity.  And, I know we have the ca-
pacity to do it with patience and faith.  Endurance matters here, as well as the ability to tolerate the 
discomfort of the unknown.  In our faith tradition, these are often hallmarks of deep discernment. 

 

NEXT STEPS:  
OUR WORK IS CENTERED IN LISTENING TO GOD, LISTENING TO EACH OTHER, AND LISTENING 

TO THE WORLD AROUND US. 
Much of what we have done so far has been listening to each other.  The house meetings were 

broad listening.  Now we would like to engage more deep listening – this means we engage fewer 
people, but we engage them more directly, more personally.  This Sunday your Council leaders are 
being trained to engage in 1:1 conversations for the purpose of surfacing people’s dreams and ideas 
for Central’s future.  We plan to conduct 25-30 1:1 conversations before Easter. Additionally, using 
Survey Monkey, we will use broad listening for answers to one of the questions that arose in our 
house meetings, “What is essential to being Central Lutheran Church?  What is fundamental to our 
DNA?”  Please watch for this survey to come to you via email or paper copy at worship in the next 
month or so.    

 

LISTENING TO THE WORLD AROUND US  
This is an area we need to pursue with creativity and intention.  We need to explore how to 

hear from people we are already in relationship with and those we are not in relationship with. Coun-
cil is considering how we can effectively listen to those we share the building with as well as how we 
can listen to the neighborhood around us.  It is important that this be done through actual conversa-
tions and not our assumptions or past experiences. If you have ideas, suggestions, or resources you’d 
like to volunteer, please contact Pr. Amanda or Chris Bekemeier.   

 

LISTENING TO GOD  
God is deeply present in our lives at Central.  Yet, discernment calls us to be even more inten-

tionally open to God’s leading in our questions about God’s call to the church in changing times.  One 
way to do this is coming to God through prayer and conversation about exactly what we are wonder-
ing and hoping.  Join us Wednesday nights this Lenten Season for just such an exploration.  The edu-
cation portion of our Wednesday gatherings will center on a different reading each week from current 
theologians and church leaders regarding just such questions as our congregation is pondering.  We 
are not alone in understanding that “how we are church” needs to stay adaptive in a changing world 
because we are called to reach that changing world in love.  Come explore what we can learn from 
others and what their ponderings can awaken in us.  These evenings will close with Holden Evening 
Prayer as we ask God to walk with us through these times of reflection and wondering.     
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Central Lutheran Church FAQs 
Central people gathered in Winter 2018/19 to consider the congregation’s past, present and future.  

Many questions were posed during these fruitful meetings.  The answers below come with thoughtful 

input from Central staff, friends and congregational leaders.  Central FAQs will be an ongoing 

initiative to maintain open communication and transparency within our faithful community. These 

questions have been selected for this month out of a larger document that can be accessed at 

www.centralportland.org/meetings or can be provided to you on paper through the church office. 

 

HAVE WE DONE ENOUGH RECENT BUILDING REPAIRS AFTER THE BOILER IS REPLACED THAT WE 
CAN BUDGET FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND MAINTAIN THE BUILDING? 

The amazing Central friends on the Restoration committee are the hands, heart and soul of the 

church building maintenance and renewal.  One of the Restoration Committee’s goals is to turn this 

giant ship around from crisis maintenance management to planned, strategic maintenance in support 

of the congregation’s mission.  Strategic and consistent maintenance will hopefully keep annual 

expenses on an even keel.  While it will probably vary from year to year, the committee’s goal is to try 

to break big projects into smaller components whenever possible.    

Like any physical structures, ongoing maintenance, including improvements and upgrades, 

will be necessary on our building.  While we love that our building is busy with use, the more people 

using the facility, the greater the wear and tear!  

ARE CENTRAL MEMBERS ALLOWED TO RENT SPACE FOR MEETINGS, CELEBRATIONS, ETC.?  

Yes, definitely! Members must go through the same application and contract process as all 

other building users. Members are offered a 25% discount on utility sharing fees. Custodial fees may 

be charged depending upon the nature of the use, and these fees are not subject to the 25% discount. 

HAVE WE EXHAUSTED FUNDRAISING OPTIONS?   

Central has historically utilized a multi-faceted approach to fundraising.  The majority of 

revenue is generated through CLC Offerings (For FY 2018 the church budgeted $190,000 in CLC 

offerings, roughly 71% of our anticipated 2018 revenue.)  Other sources of revenue include Building 

Users (22% of our anticipated 2018 revenue), CLC Foundation grants, other foundation grants, special 

gifts, gifts in kind, memorial gifts and other revenue sources.   

Conversations generated during Central house meetings and church council discussions have 

encouraged the utilization of timely stewardship campaigns and initiatives as a way of encouraging 

and motivating thoughtful giving by Central community members.  Other fundraising ideas include 

expanding Central marketing efforts, increasing the means of electronic giving (GivingPlus, Venmo, 

etc.), and reconstituting a Building User committee to consider if Central is maximizing the usage and 

revenue generated by our physical plant.  
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President: Chris Bekemeier; Vice-President: Peter Johnson; Secretary: Jennifer Gerlach; Finance: 

Karen Jolly; Council Members: Leah Gilbert, Anette Horten, Abby Houston, Gerd Horten, Sarah 
Knipper, Amy Beadles-Bohling, Katie Sass, and Sebastian Miller; Pastor: Amanda Zentz-Alo 
We do our best to serve you as a congregation. If you have any questions, concerns, or congratulations to share, 
please contact one of us directly. 

Executive Team & Council 2019 

BottleDrop Fundraiser 
Pick up a special blue bag from the Narthex shelves, take it home, and put your refundable bottles and 
cans in the blue bag. Once your bag is full, either return it to the the church and we will return it for 
you, or you can drop it off at one of the BottleDrop centers around the city. 
See BottleDropCenters.com for locations. 
If you have an individual BottleDrop account, you can choose to donate your money through online 
transfer to Central Lutheran’s account. All funds earned will go into the Central Lutheran’s general 
fund. If you have any questions contact Janet or Peter J. 

Email from Central 
You can  choose how many emails you receive by opting in to different groups. 
Visit www.centralportland.org/email to subscribe.  

Giving Reminder: 
If you have your Central gifts automatically sent to us by an investment or retirement fund, would you 
inform the office (Sarah at 503-284-2331) of the agency that will be sending your gift. It has always been 
surprising to find a nice gift from a fund with no giver name on it. To make sure we record the gift 
accurately, it would be helpful to know which investment firm is sending YOUR gift. 

Thanks. The Finance Team  

Interim Office Administrator 
Our new interim office administrator is Cin Bowman. Pictured to the left 

(in red), Cin had an opportunity last September to travel with PGMC to 

China for a four-concert tour. The young women in the picture were part 

of a musical exchange and stayed with members of the Portland Lesbian 

Choir (PLC) last March. 

Cin’s background is in parish ministry, public relations, social services, 

chaplaincy and communications. Cin is well-versed in the activities of  

congregational ministry having worked with many congregations in the Disciples of Christ and United 

Church of Christ. Cin came to be acquainted with Central Portland through PLC as past president and 

singer (bass). 

Cin’s wife is Faye. Faye is a nurse at a local hospital. Cin and Faye moved to Portland in 2006. Their 

passions are music, travel, photography and eating out . They have volunteered with foot care clinic 

ministries, multiple services for the homeless and several LGBTQ organizations. Welcome Cin! 

http://bottledropcenters.com/
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DATE March 3 March 10 March17 March 24 March 31 

ASST. 
MINISTER 

Jeff Bethke Jo-Netta Fox  Jo-Netta Fox  Jo-Netta Fox  Jo-Netta Fox  

LECTOR Gerd Horton Janis Williams Leo Tautfest Peter Charlston Bill Fox 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT (S) 

Charlotte Miller 
Sarah Carolus 
Ginny Feldman 

Kathy Preuss 
Tiana Tozer 

Lynn Flanders 
Lynne Flanders 
Marta Tautfest 

Paul & Karen 
Jolly 

Jennifer & John 
Gerlach 

ANOINTERS 
2ND SUNDAY 

 
Carol Hult  & 
Jeff Bethke  

   

TELLERS 
Len Ellis & 

Lauren Shapton  
David Oyen  & 
Janis Williams  

Peter / Janet 
Johnson &  
Carol Hult  

Jeff Bethke & 
Noah Gerlach  

David Oyen & 
Hazel Larpentuer  

USHER TBD TBD Kevin Charlston  TBD TBD 

GREETER Annette Horton TBD Kathy Preuss TBD Linda Bergman 

COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Kathy Preuss 
Lisa Lori Yeo 

Yohn  
TBD Linda Bergman TBD 

Ministry Assistants 

Transition Soup March 7th 

Soup delivery: Bill Foust, Gary Purpura and 
Mary Kay Brennan 

Soup Maker: Vicky Charlston and Mary Kay 
Brennan 

Veggie Chopper: Joan Brousseau 

Bread buttering: Linda J. Bergman & Chris 
Brown 

Hamburger buyer: Chris Brown 
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Current as of February 28. Central Lutheran Church events only. 
For all other events, check the CLC website. 

March 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
WORLD DAY 
OF PRAYER 

2 
 

3 
Transfiguration 
Sunday 
9a Learning Hour 
FE 
9:15a Sunday 
School 201 
10:15a Worship 

4 
 

5 6 
Ash Wednesday 

 
7-8p Ash 
Wednesday 
Service  

7 
5:30-7p Bell Choir - 
SN 
5:30-9p Transition 
Soup Delivery - KD 
 

8 
9:30-11:30a 
Interfaith 
Advocacy - CN 

9 

10 
Daylight 
Savings Time 
9a Learning Hour 
FE 
9:15a Sunday 
School 201 
10:15a Worship 

11 
 

12 
5-6:30p Worship 
Committee 
6:30-8p Finance 
Committee 

13 
5:30-7p  
Lentin Soup & 
Conversation - FE, KU 
7-8p Holden Evening 
Prayer - LIB 
7:30-8:45p 
Chancel  Choir 
Rehearsal 

14 
5:30-7p Bell Choir - 
SN 

15 16 

17 
9a Learning Hour 
FE 
9:15a Sunday 
School 201 
10:15a Worship 
11:30a SJC - CN 

18 19 
7-9p Council 
Meeting 

20 
5:30-7p  
Lentin Soup & 
Conversation - FE, KU 
7-8p Holden Evening 
Prayer - LIB 
7:30-8:45p 
Chancel  Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 
5:30-7p Bell Choir - 
SN 

22 23 

24 
9a Learning Hour 
FE 
9:15a Sunday 
School 201 
10:15a Worship 

25 26 
 

27 
5:30-7p  
Lentin Soup & 
Conversation - FE, KU 
7-8p Holden Evening 
Prayer - LIB 
7:30-8:45p 
Chancel  Choir 
Rehearsal 

28 
5:30-7p Bell Choir - 
SN 

29 
 

30 
2:00p NEIP 
Open House 
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Central Lutheran Church 
1820 N. E. 21st Ave. 
Portland, OR 97212 
 
 
  Change Service Requested 

The Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Central Lutheran Church.  

Sunday Worship at 10:15 A.M. 

Our worship is firmly rooted in the liturgical tradition. We seek to proclaim and celebrate God’s love 
for the world through diverse and inclusive music and language. We take community seriously -- 
including children and connecting with the world around us. We are a place of welcome for all people. 
Central Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 

 Ministers: All Baptized Members Custodian: Klaus Ferguson 
 Pastor: Amanda Zentz-Alo (pastor@centralportland.org) Administrator: Cin Bowman 
 Director of Music: Martin Ellis (worship@centralportland.org) Office Phone: 503-284-2331 
 Director of Handbells: Linda J. Bergman (lindyb2647@aol.com) Office Email: office@centralportland.org 
 Council President: Chris Bekemeier  

 

www.centralportland.org 


