
 

   

The Messenger 
A Newsletter of Central Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
Greetings, Saints of Central! I want to write you an update about our mission and 
ministry here at Central Lutheran. 
 
First, I want to thank our incredible volunteers that are stepping up and helping to 
keep our office open in the mornings. The commitment of our community is a gift 
and treasure. Thank you. 
 
I want to bring you an update from the Visioning Process. Last Fall during our 
congregational meetings we kicked off a time of reflection and conversation together 
about our future. In light of inevitable financial shifts coming in our future, the 
Council led the congregation in a listening season that included house meetings, one 
to ones, some intentional study together, and many conversations. Here is where we 
find ourselves in the summer of 2019. 
 
In our listening we raised the reality that our facility is the greatest expense of our 
ministry. We recognized that we have strengths right now that allowed us to ask the 
real question of whether or not our facility will remain a focus of our ministry 
together in the years to come. In these last 8 months we have heard no excitement 
around walking away from our facility. We have clearly heard excitement, 
imagination, and have seen growing commitment and action around using our 
facility in new and creative ways. New volunteers are stepping forward, new leaders 
are emerging, and these things lead us to wonder if the Spirit is not done with our 
work in this place. 
 
So, what does this mean? Well, this means it's time to figure out what this means! If 
we aren't being called to leave, then why are we being called to stay? How do we use 
this facility to bring about God's kingdom in this world? How does this place bring 
Jesus into our neighborhood? In fact - who exactly are our neighbors?! The next 
steps that we are taking include the assignment to read two books together. This 
summer the Council will be reading "Weird Church" and "Dear Church" in 
preparation for our Council retreat. You are welcome to read them, as well! These 
books stir up some powerful questions for our time and will likely influence our 
understanding of the next steps forward. Engage alongside of us, please! 
 
What we continue to know is that God is doing amazing things through our 
faithfulness. We know that we are already feeling the beginning of the coming 
financial shifts. The pressure to discern a sustainable financial pathway forward 
remains ahead, even while we also balance discernment about proper stewardship of 
the promised estate gift. We have new staffing to consider, new Council Leaders to 
recruit for 2020, the education of many children to attend to with sincerity and 
diligence, and neighbors to meet. It is a vibrant ministry we share in this place! 
 
As we go forward, you are encouraged to reach out to us with your thoughts, 
questions, and hopes.  Carry on in joy! ~Pr. Amanda 

Join Us Sundays 

10:15 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

 
 

Third Thursday 

Worship 

August 15 

6:00 PM Dinner, 
Intergenerational 

Activities, & Worship 

 

 

Summer Events 

 

Sunday, August 4 

Sending for Miss Joellen 

 
Sunday, August 18 

Worship in Dawson Park 

 
 

Our Mission: 
Transformed by God’s 

love for the world 
through Christ, we are 

sent to:  
 

Build Community 
Do Justice 

Make Peace 

August 2019 

https://www.amazon.com/Weird-Church-Welcome-Twenty-First-Century/dp/0829820345/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=weird+church&qid=1562274269&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Church-Preacher-Whitest-Denomination/dp/1506452566/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=dear+church&qid=1562274275&s=gateway&sr=8-2
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Banking Update 

July 25, 2019 

To the Central Congregation: 

 

On Friday, June 28, we discovered our bank account with US Bank had been closed without 
notification. After communication with the bank and promises it would be reopened in 24-72 hours, on 
Tuesday, July 9, the Finance Team and the Exec Committee met together to discuss the banking 
situation. 

 

At that meeting, we reviewed several banks in our area and decided that Central should leave US Bank 
and begin a banking relationship with OnPoint Credit Union. Chris Bekemeier, Council president, had 
notified the Council that a new bank account was urgently needed; Council supported this move. 

 

Our new account was opened on July 11; the officers of Central Lutheran along with Accounts Payable 
Lori Yohn were present for the opening. All proceeds that were held by US Bank are now deposited 
with OnPoint. 

 

New checks have arrived and we are functioning smoothly again. Lori has notified our creditors of the 
situation and asked for their understanding. Our bookkeeper, Steph, has been instrumental in updating 
our electronic banking. 

 

The question most heard from the congregation is “why did US Bank close our account?” US Bank (and 
other large banks in the country) have been required by the federal government to ask their customers 
to provide additional information, which Central had done. Through an email from the branch 
manager, I learned that additional information was needed and was provided. That is the last 
communication we had from the bank until Lori discovered our account had been closed. 

 

Daily for three weeks, I communicated with US Bank asking when the account would be re-opened. 
Each time I was told it would take 24-72 hours. The information we provided was  handled by the 
corporate office in another city; this office also did not communicate with the branch manager, so all we 
had was a promise. Finally on July 17 I received word the account could be re-opened. The Finance 
Team will consider if there is an advantage to doing so. Thank you to the Finance Team and the 
Executive Officers for their support throughout this ordeal. I am especially grateful to Chris for her 
continued support and contact, the officers for quickly stepping forward, and the Council for their 
trust. And, of course, thanks to Lori and Steph! 

 

Karen Jolly 

Finance Chair 

Central Lutheran Church 
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Manage Your Giving Online 

Central is excited to announce that you can now manage your giving 
online! Giving online is easy and allows you to make a one-time donation or set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the 
Internet or by using your smartphone. Here’s how: 

1. Visit the church website and click on the Donate button at the bottom of the home page. 

2. Donate with either PayPal or with GivePlus by Vanco (same company that operates Simply Giving) 

Please contact Kevin C., Central Stewardship Chair, with any questions or concerns. 

Worship in the Park 

AUGUST 18, 10:30 AM IN DAWSON PARK 

Join us for the 5th Annual joint worship in the park. We will gather with several local Northeast 
Congregations to sing, praise, pray, and hear the Word together. This annual gathering of communities 
is our opportunity to break down barriers and reach out to know our neighbors in faith.  

Tips: 

1) Bring a chair if you have one!  

2) Bring some cookies to share or a vegan/vegetarian/or gluten free dish. 

3) Bring water, sunscreen, or a parasol if it’s going to be sunny out. 

4) Be ready to praise, pray, and be present among God’s people. 

 

If you would like to help with set up, clean up, serving communion, or serving the meal to the gathered 
community please let Pr. Amanda know or just come early to the park and lend a hand where it’s 
needed!  
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NE Emergency Food Bank 

DONATION-OF-THE-MONTH: Diapers & Wipes!  

In an effort to step up our contributions to the NE Emergency Food Bank and to 
encourage awareness of all the different kinds of items that are needed and 
accepted, we post a monthly focus on one or two categories of items. We will of 

course, still take any donation accepted by the food bank. 

Metro Homeshare 

A PROGRAM OF ECUMENICAL MINISTRIES OF OREGON 

 

In December of 2018, Metro HomeShare helped Angela find a safe and suitable housemate for her 

mother, Joanne. Joanne had been living alone in her home for many years and while she remained 

independent, her daughter Angela worried about her being alone in a big house. The idea of posting an 
ad for a roommate on craigslist seemed unsafe to the pair, so they reached out to Metro HomeShare. 

 Angela hoped to find someone that would be interested in renting the extra bedroom and also 
provide some companionship to Joanne. Joanne said that having someone to talk to and laugh with 
was a big part of why she was interested in the program. After MHS staff built their housing profile, 
conducted a home visit, and completed background checks, Angela and Joanne began interviewing 
MHS home seekers. Knowing that they had the power to pick which seeker they wanted to live with 
made the process feel empowering.  

 MHS staff referred a home seeker named Linda to Joanne. Linda was retired and living on a 
fixed income. She had worked all her life, but could no longer afford Portland sized rents on her tiny 
social security check. Linda hoped that home-sharing might be a solution to her housing needs. 

The match first chatted over the phone and then scheduled a time to meet for coffee. Linda and Joanne 

were making each other laugh by the end of the first cup. Linda came over to take a look at the room 
and the rest is history. MHS guided them thru the matching process and provided them with a legal 
rental agreement. “My mother lights up around Linda. I’m thrilled that they found each other” said 
Angela. 

 According to MHS staff, “This is what successful home-sharing looks like. They are both 
thriving and supporting one another. It raises the standard of living for both participants and keeps 
them in community”. Joanne and Linda’s match will hit the 9-month mark in September. 

 Metro HomeShare helps community members stabilize and retain their housing by turning the 
unused rooms of their home into rentals for those seeking affordable housing. Home-sharing can also 
include an exchange of chores or companionship. Home-sharing education, background checks, home 
visits, match screenings, and rental agreements are completed by MHS staff, and mediation services are 
offered for 2 years when enrolled with the program. To contact Metro HomeShare, call 971-271-5195 or 
visit www.metrohomeshare.org 
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President: Chris Bekemeier; Vice-President: Peter Johnson; Secretary: Jennifer Gerlach; Finance: 

Karen Jolly; Council Members: Leah Gilbert, Anette Horten, Abby Houston, Gerd Horten, Sarah 
Knipper, Amy Beadles-Bohling, Katie Sass, and Sebastian Miller; Pastor: Amanda Zentz-Alo 
We do our best to serve you as a congregation. If you have any questions, concerns, or congratulations to share, 
please contact one of us directly. 

Executive Team & Council 2019 

BottleDrop Fundraiser 

Pick up a special blue bag from the Narthex shelves, take it home, and put your refundable bottles and 
cans in the blue bag. Once your bag is full, either return it to the the church and we will return it for 
you, or you can drop it off at one of the BottleDrop centers around the city. 
See BottleDropCenters.com for locations. 
If you have an individual BottleDrop account, you can choose to donate your money through online 
transfer to Central Lutheran’s account. All funds earned will go into the Central Lutheran’s general 
fund. If you have any questions contact Janet or Peter J. 

Email from Central 

You can  choose how many emails you receive by opting in to different groups. 
Visit www.centralportland.org/email to subscribe.  

Central Lutheran Foundation 

2019 GRANT AWARDS 

As you most likely recall (but it is helpful to be reminded) the CLC Foundation exists as an entity for 
sustainable support of Central Lutheran Church. The funds donated to and managed by the 
Foundation are stewarded by a term-limited board of CLC congregation members. The current 
members are Jeff Bethke, Karen Jolly, Jo-Netta Fox, Katie Charlston, Jan Hayden, and Matt Thomas. 
Every year, the Foundation calculates the average value of the past 3 years of the total foundation 
funds. 4% of that average value is then made available to CLC thusly: First, 10% of the funds are tithed 
directly to the CLC general fund. The remaining 90% are distributed via the annual grant-making 
process. This year the tithe amount to the general fund was $2,561.62. The CLC Foundation Board then 
approved the following grants for funding: 

 $3,060.00 for Confirmation Camp 

 $3,250.00 for Thermostats for Assembly Room and NE Indoor Park areas 

 $2,046.00 for Front Lawn Rain Drain Repair 

 $14,698.60 for Administrative and Organizational Reserve Fund (this was the largest grant awarded 
by far and the purpose is to provide funds that will support the general expenses of the church) 

 

 - Submitted by Matt Thomas on behalf of the Foundation Board 

http://bottledropcenters.com/
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Congratulations! 

CELEBRATING CENTRAL’S 2019 GRADUATES! 

Kudos, congratulations and many blessings to Central’s 2019 graduates from various programs and to 
various new adventures.  We are proud of you, grateful for you, and full of hope for the promise of 
God’s love and support as you journey onward.  May the Spirit fill you with hope, confidence and 
enthusiasm as you carry on in joy. 

 

SEBASTIAN MILLER  

Sebastian Miller graduated from Grant High School. This summer he is looking forward to his 3rd 
summer as an intern with Penguin Computing and rounding out his time at Fred Meyer in the Garden 
Center. He will attend the University of Portland this fall and intends to study Computer Science and 
Music, with a focus on game design and composition respectively.  

 

CLAIRE SHAPTON 

Claire graduated with a B.A. in Geography from Clark University, in Worcester, MA, summa cum 
laude and with high honors. Claire wrote her senior thesis on Portland’s statute protecting 
manufactured home parks. She learned about the statute while interning at living Cully last summer. In 
the fall Claire will enter a Masters program in Geography at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, BC. 

 

HANNAH MASTEL 

Hannah received her BA in Japanese and International Studies from Pacific University on May 18th. 
She graduated Cum Laude, and also received an award from the Japanese Department. Hannah has 
moved to Denton, Texas and is job searching while her boyfriend, Nate, finishes up his degrees in 
Japanese and Biochemistry at the University of North Texas. She has already experienced her first 
major thunderstorm, and a tornado warning! 

 

HANNAH HORTEN 

Hannah graduated with honors from Mills College on May 18, having majored in Environmental 
Science and minored in French and Francophone Studies.  Her senior thesis was on climate change and 
its impact on soil microbial communities.  She will be heading to Finland in July for a language course 
and begin her master's program at the University of Helsinki in September.  

 

BONNIE BEADLES-BOHLING 

Bonnie completed her Master’s Degree in Pastor Ministry at the University of Portland in May 2019. On 
May 19, we celebrated her Consecration to the Ministry of Word and Service at Central Lutheran, 
affirming her call to ministry among God’s people as a Deacon in the ELCA. Bonnie has been involved 
in faith-based community organizing since 2010. She currently works for the Oregon Synod of the 
ELCA, focusing on Transformational Leadership and Congregational Vitality.  Bonnie also has a degree 
in Social Work and has spent over 20 years in non-profit management supporting adults with 
developmental and intellectual disabilities.  
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DATE August 4 August 11 August 18 August 25 

ASST. 
MINISTER 

Peter Johnson & 
Lisa Yeo 

TBD 
Peter Johnson & 

Lisa Yeo 
Linda L. Bergman 

LECTOR Kathleen Nissila Leo Tautfest 
Service in the 

Park 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT (S) 

Chris Bekemeier 
Lynne & Lynn 

Flanders 
Marta Tautfest 

Service in the 
Park 

Jon & Jennifer 
Gerlach 

ANOINTERS 
2ND SUNDAY 

 
Kathleen Nissila 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 
  

TELLERS 
Len Ellis & 

Lauren Shapton  
David Oyen  & 
Janis Williams  

Peter / Janet 
Johnson &  
Carol Hult  

Jeff Bethke & 
Noah Gerlach  

USHER Lauren Isaac 
Bonnie Beadles-

Bohling 
Service in the 

Park 
Sarah Carolus 

GREETER 
Lauren Isaac 

Bethany Thomas 
Joan Brousseau 

Faye Bennett 
Service in the 

Park 
Sarah Carolus 
Carol-Ann Hult 

COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Jon Gerlach Chris Bekemeier 
Service in the 

Park 

Sarah Knipper & 
Lorelei 

Carol-Ann Hult 

Ministry Assistants 

Northeast Emergency Food Program  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: AUGUST 31 

August has a 5th Saturday and so it’s time for us to serve at EMO’s Northeast Emergency Food 
Program again this month. If you have time to offer in service helping to prepare the grocery shelves or 
to shop with guests, please contact Faye Bennett and let her know. This is a great activity for all ages 
and a wonderful opportunity to invite friends and neighbors into direct action alongside of you. Let’s 
fill up the volunteer slots early this month! 
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Current as of July 31. Central Lutheran Church events only. 
For all other events, check the CLC website. August 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   31  
 

1  
ORGAN PRACTICE 
5:30 PM - 9:00 PM Transition 

Soup Delivery - KD 

2  
 

3  

4  
Farewell Reception for 

Joellen 
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

Fellowship - FE 

5  
 

6  
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Podcast Record-
ing - REC 

 

7  
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Meals on Wheels 
- FE, KU 

 

8  
ORGAN PRACTICE 
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

Fellowship - FE 

12  
 

13  
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Podcast Record-
ing - REC 

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
Worship Meeting 
- AS 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
Finance Commit-
tee Meeting-AS 

14  
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Meals on Wheels 
- FE, KU 

 

15  
ORGAN PRACTICE 
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Executive 

Committee - PAZ 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Third 

Thursday Worship - FE, 
SN 

16  
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM 

Interfaith  
Advocacy - CN 

 

 

18  
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

WORSHIP & 
LUNCH AT  
DAWSON PARK 

19  
 

20  
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Podcast Record-
ing - REC 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Council Mtg-CN 

21  
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Meals on Wheels 
- FE, KU 

 

22  
ORGAN PRACTICE 
 

23  
 

24  

25  
10:15 AM - 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

Fellowship - FE 

26  
 

27  
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Podcast Record-
ing - REC 

28  
9:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Meals on Wheels 
- FE, KU 

 

29  
ORGAN PRACTICE 
7:00 PM - 9:30 AM  

Tim Sherry Poetry 
Reading + 

30  
 

31  

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265807102/2019-08-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265203290/2019-08-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265203290/2019-08-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060224/2019-08-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060224/2019-08-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265169202/2019-08-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265169202/2019-08-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060227/2019-08-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060227/2019-08-04
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-07
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265807102/2019-08-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265169202/2019-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265169202/2019-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060227/2019-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060227/2019-08-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265536550/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265536550/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265536550/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/261573339/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/261573339/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/261573339/2019-08-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-14
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265807102/2019-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267054559/2019-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267054559/2019-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267076463/2019-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267076463/2019-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267076463/2019-08-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266322906/2019-08-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266322906/2019-08-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266322906/2019-08-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060435/2019-08-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060435/2019-08-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060435/2019-08-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060435/2019-08-18
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/263864211/2019-08-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/263864211/2019-08-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265807102/2019-08-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265169202/2019-08-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265169202/2019-08-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060227/2019-08-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267060227/2019-08-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266886726/2019-08-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/266887278/2019-08-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/265807102/2019-08-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267135084/2019-08-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267135084/2019-08-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/57682510/event/267135084/2019-08-29
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Central Lutheran Church 
1820 N. E. 21st Ave. 
Portland, OR 97212 
 
 
  Change Service Requested 

The Messenger is the monthly newsletter of Central Lutheran Church.  

Sunday Worship at 10:15 A.M. 

Our worship is firmly rooted in the liturgical tradition. We seek to proclaim and celebrate God’s love 
for the world through diverse and inclusive music and language. We take community seriously -- 
including children and connecting with the world around us. We are a place of welcome for all people. 
Central Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 

 Ministers: All Baptized Members Custodian: Klaus Ferguson 
 Pastor: Amanda Zentz-Alo (pastor@centralportland.org)  

 Director of Music: Martin Ellis (worship@centralportland.org) Office Phone: 503-284-2331 
 Director of Handbells: Linda J. Bergman (lindyb2647@aol.com) Office Email: office@centralportland.org 
 Council President: Chris Bekemeier  

 

www.centralportland.org 


